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SADC Rejects Mugabe Bid To Head Rights Group 


MB2809203795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1932 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Sept 28 SAPA — 
Attempts by the Zimbabwean Government to have Pres- 
ident Robert Mugabe appointed as head of a regional 
conflict prevention and human rights organisation have 
been rebuffed by the other heads of government in the 
Organisation, it was reported in Harare on Thursday [28 
September]. 


The independent weekly, FINANCIAL GAZETTE, said 
there had been energetic lobbying by the Zimbabwean 
delegation at the South African Development Commu- 
nity [SADC] summit held in Johannesburg last month, 
to have Mugabe made chairman of the newly-formed 
Association of Southern African States [ASAS], but that 
the oLier heads of government at the summit demurred. 


ASAS is viewed as the successor to the now-defunct 
Frontline States grouping, the once powerful ad hoc 
committee consisting originally of the leaders of An- 
gola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia. 
It acted as a diplomatic pressure group to focus inter- 
national attention on white minority rule in Rhodesia, 
South-West Africa and South Africa. It was joined by 
Mugabe at Zimbabwe’s independence in 1980 and by 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
leader Sam Nujoma at Namibia’s independence and then 
fell into abeyance after South Africa’s first all-race elec- 
tions last year. Vigorous efforts have been made by Zim- 
babwe to resuscitate it, under the name of ASAS, to act 
as a regional trouble-shooter in southern Africa, to head 
off serious strife in member states. 


GAZE" TE columnist Iden Wetherell, who did not 
name sources, said differences of approach to resolving 
conflicts emerged over Mozambique and Lesotho, with 
Zimbabwe favouring intervention, as well as the use of 
force, while South Africa opted for diplomatic attempts 
to reconcile differing parties. "South Africa had no wish 
to be co-opted into military adventures as Zimbabwe 
exercised its authority in the region,” Wetherell said. 


In March the issue was raised by Zimbabwe in Harare 
when the SADC foreign ministers met. Zambia was 
against the Zimbabwean proposal, and suggested instead 
that ASAS have a revolving chairmanship. South Africa 
backed this, and the option was accepted by the minis- 
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ters, Wetherell wrote. Attempts to reintroduce it to the 
SADC agenda in Johannesburg were greeted with sur- 


prise. 


Wetherell said that, following immediately after Mu- 
gabe’s attacks on homosexual rights, the move could 
not have come at a worse time. The Zimbabwe govern- 
ment had been sharply criticised by the press in South 
Africa and there was wide television coverage of Mu- 
gabe’s anti-homosexual stance which showed the Zim- 
babwean leadership to be intolerant of dissent and hos- 
tile to change, Wetherell wrote. 


He said it gave the upper land to leaders and officials 
in SADC who were questioning how could a country 
so bitterly opposed to freedom of expression or social 
diversity be entrusted to resolve differences in its 
own backyard? No comment could be obtained from 
Zimbabwe government officials. 


SADC Official on Drought ar ‘Excuse’ for Poverty 


MBO0110135195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2147 GMT 30 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} HARARE Sept 30 SAPA 
— Countries in the Southern African Development 
Community [SADC] used drought as an excuse to 
justify poverty in the region, SADC food security 
co-ordinator Reggie Mugware said on Saturday [39 
September]. 


Governments should stop blaming drought for the re- 
gion’s poor economic condition and address the under- 
lying causes of poverty, he told a briefing in Harare. 
Mugware said governments did not plan for drought or 
budget for its effects, even though extended dry periods 
were endemic to the region. “Governments should learn 
to take responsibility for the feeding of their people," 
he said. 


A proposed U.S.$30 million SADC food fund, aimed 
at reducing the effects of drought, should allow SADC 
members to obtain relief during severe food shortages. 
SADC was working out details of the fund and hoped to 
report on its final establishment inside a year, Mugware 
said. He said southern Africa would have to import 3.9 
million [metric] tons of cereal to address current food 
shortages. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Equatorial Guinea 


Opposition Leader To Protest Election Results 


AB2909153095 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 29 Sep 95 


(From the "Network Africa" program hosted by Rick 
Wells] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Wells] Equatorial Guinea’s 
experiment with democracy looks in danger of being 
derailed, as Spain, the former colonial power, has effec- 
tively accused the government of rigging the elections. 
Just a few minutes ago, I spoke to Equatorial Guinea's 
opposition leader Severo Moto, who is in Spain, and 
suggested that presumably the opposition is not so un- 
happy with the government’s results announcement. 


{Begin recording] [Moto] I am absolutely unhappy, and 
I say this because the results were changed by the 
government. My people said no to dictatorship, and 
Obiang is keeping another... [pauses] Dictatorship does 
not agree with what the people have said in the elections 


[Wells] So, basically your main complaint is simply that 
the results have been rigged. It was not an accurate 
reflection of what the voters wanted. 


[Moto] Yes, yes, I think....[pauses} As you know, about 
17 years, people, my people, have been suffering under 
the dictatorship of Mr. Obiang. 


[Wells] So, what are you going to do now? Are you 
going to protest about it? 


[Moto] Yes, we will protest mainly in the international 
community, you see, because we will do it in Equatorial 
Guinea, we have [words indistinct] today or yesterday. 
And we will not accept these [word indistinct] because 
they are not real. [end recording] 


Official on Opposition Grievances 


AB2909210395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Sep 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The authorities in Equato- 
rial Guinea have finally announced the results of lo- 
cal elections, 11 days after the polling. [passage omit- 
ted] The opposition, not surprisingly, has immediately 
accused the government of fabricating the results, and 
there have been international calls for a reassessment. 
On the line to Malabo, Josephine Hazely asked the vice 
prime minister, Anatolio Ndong Mba, what he made of 
the opposition’s accusation. 


[Begin recording] [Mba] Madam, really, you should not 
be surprised of the claim of the opposition. That is what 
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you hear everywhere. Whenever there are elections, 
with opposition parties always....[pauses] When the 
results are out, they claim that they won the elections. 
I think that is a phenomenon that takes place always. 
But now, in fact, that is why we avoided giving partial 
results to avoid that phenomenon, and that is why 
yesterday this result was published officially in the 
presence of the diplomatic corps, the political parties.... 


{Hazely, interrupting] Well, I mean, Spain — your 
former colonial power — have said that they don’t agree 
with the results and that you should reassess. Will you 
reassess these results? 


[Mba] But....[pauses] What really we should ask is how 
Spain could claim to have these results on the 18th and 
around 9 o’clock in the morning — 18 September — 
while the election took place on the 17th and that the 
election was closed at 6 o’clock PM. We don’t know 
how they could get the results from all these parts that 
are very far from the capital. 


[Hazely] So, you are not going to reassess the results? 


[Mba! Anyhow, it is not [up to] me to tell you about 
that now because we have our legal institutions. They 
are [the ones] who will look into the matter. 1 am not 
able now to say what they are going to do. 


{[Hazely] But, Vice Prime Minister, let’s face it, you 
can't blame people if they are suspicious of the results 
because I mean, Equatorial Guinea has the reputation, 
somehow, some people say, of manipulating things to 
Suit the government. 


{Mba] Normally, when you come here, you realize that 
that is not the truth. What I am saying is that I think in 
this election, everyone has agreed that they were quite 
transparent. There were open. We had observers... 


[Hazely, interrupting] Who supervised the counting? 
Did you have international bodies that counted the 
votes? 


[Mba] We have a national electoral commission, which 
has representation of all the parties (?involved). 


{[Hazely] How is the situation in Malabo today? I 
understand that there were police and troops on the 
streets before you made the announcement of the results. 
How are things there now? 


[Mba] Belicve me, Madam, you can take the telephone 
and phone any ambassador with post here in Malabo. 
He will tell you that there is no policeman outside. The 
Situation is completely calm. Everybody is doing his 
affair, working. That’s what I just told you that there 
are people interested in giving us bad image. [sentence 
as heard] [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Country ‘Not Willing To Act Alone’ in Comoros 


MBO0110154195 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 1 Oct 95 p2 


[Report by Anne-Marie Mischke] 


[FBIS Translated Text] South Africa is prepared to 
play a leading role in an attempt to restore democratic 
government in the Comoros after the 28 September coup 
by Bob Denard and his mercenaries, according to the 
director general of foreign affairs, Rusty Evans. 


However, he emphasized that South Africa will defi- 
nitely not become involved in the Comoran problems 
by itself. At this stage there is also no talk of military 
intervention. Both India and the OAU have made rep- 
resentations to South Africa concerning action in the 
Comoros. India already has been informed that South 
Africa is not willing to act alone. 


Evans says the OAU’s peace mechanism should take 
action now, with South Africa at the helm if necessary. 
Negotiation with the mercenaries is the obvious way 
forward, although this will not mean official recogni- 
tion for Denard or his mercenaries. The Indian Ocean 
countries also could become involved — India, even 
Madagascar and Tanzania. Talks will be held in coop- 
eration with the OAU to discuss exactly how the issue 
should be dealt with. So far South Africa’s priority has 
been to get the approximately 350 foreigners — 220 
South African tourists, 60 European tourists, and sev- 
eral hotel staff from Mauritius — safely off the island. 


France Reportedly Expects RSA Lead in Comoros 


MB3009145595 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 30 Sep 95 pl 


[Report by James Tomlins and Bronwyn Wilkinson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris — French diplomats 
have indicated here that their government expects South 
/ Tica to intervene in the Comoros conflict. 


They also revealed that French intelligence services 
were aware of mercenary Bob Denard’s plans to stage 
a coup d’etat in the Comoros but failed to give advance 
warning. 


However, the South African department of foreign af- 
fairs said last night it was unaware of French expecta- 
tions of military intervention from Pretoria and Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela’s office would not comment. 


The sources in Paris said France expected Mandela to 
play a leading role in organising military intervention 
in the island group with the help of allied Indian Ocean 
States like Kenya and Tanzania. 
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French diplomatic analysts here believe that President 
Mandela faces a dilemma if France refuses to intervene, 
and that he will be forced to order his armed forces, 
perhaps in alliance with Kenya and Tanzania, to restore 
ousted President Said Djohar. 


"South Africa is the major regional power and natural 
leader in the region. President Mandela, a symbol of, 
human rights, cannot afford to ignore the fact that a 
freely elected African government has been overthrown 
by a white intruder. 


"In these circumstances, how could they, and especially 
Mandela, stand aside and see Denard overthrow and 
hold hostage a third Comoros leader, President Djohar?" 
a source said. 


The French seem to be at odds with one another on 
France’s approach to the putsch: President Jacques 
Chirac wants to intervene militarily immediately but is 
opposed by his Prime Minister Alain Juppe. 


There is a deep feeling of embarrassment in Paris, for 
it appears that France’s counterespionage service DGSE 
did not heed evident signs of Denard’s build-up. 


For weeks there have been rumours here of mercenaries 
being recruited for an “island invasion". The DGSE 
was even warned at the beginning of this week that 
the operation was "imminent". This knowledge was not 
passed on to the government. 


It has been established that two parties of mercenaries 
were part of the Denard expedition. One arrived by boat 
on the coast near Moroni and the other landed at the 
Atoroni airport. 


Mercenaries were able to gather on Mayotte — there is 
an air link between Paris ang Dzaoundzi — and then 
use this French territory to attack the sovereign state of 
Comoros. 


President Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe were taken by surprise, but not the DGSE or the 
local Mayotte authorities. 


The small island has a population of a mere 70,000, 
and the organisation of this kind of mercenary operation 
could hardly go unseen, or rest unknown. 


Residents of the Comoros capital, Moroni, said yester- 
day their besieged islands were quiet following Thurs- 
day’s [28 September] coup. 


A local shopkeeper said most shops were open by yes- 
terday afternoon and storekeepers were clearing up the 
mess left by the day’s heavy fighting, which apparently 
left several government soldiers and two mercenaries 
dead. Speaking by telephone, the shopkeeper said he 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


had seen a man and child being killed as they crossed 
a Street hand-in-hand near the military barracks. 


The airport was due to open at 3am today and the 104 
South African tourists stranded on the island should be 
able to fly home. 


Spokesmen for the South African department of foreign 
affairs and the national intelligence agency said alle- 
gations that a man called himself Gilbert had been in 
South Africa recruiting mercenaries were being investi- 
gated. Bob Denard’s birth name is Gilbert Bourgeaud. 
Police could not confirm whether a man using either 
name had bee: in the country recently. Nico Palm of 
the Pretoria-based mercenary recruiting ageucy Execu- 
tive Outcomes, told the SATURDAY STAR that no one 
had approached any of the agency’s soldiers. However, 
he added, he had heard that some former agents for Ex- 
ecutive Outcomes may has been approached. 


Locals in Moroni said there were apparently only 
about [figure indistinct] mercenaries on the island. They 
had freed opposition prisoners on Thursday and had 
gathered them into the ranks. President Said Mohamed 
Djohar was captured and the army barracks were taken 
over after a heavy battle. Djohar’s wife was also 
captured, but later released. She said she recognised 
Denard, who had staged another coup in 1978 and had 
effectively ruled the archipelago for 10 years. 


Executive Outcomes: No Information on Comoros 


MB2909133795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1316 GMT 29 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 29 
SAPA — Executive Outcomes, the Pretoria-based com- 
pany which has sent former South African soldiers into 
Angola and elsewhere, said on Friday [29 September] it 
had heard nothing of any mercenary recruitment cam- 
paign in South Africa ahead of Thursday’s coup in the 
Comoros Islands. 


An earlier report quoting mercenary sources suggested 
that the weapons used in staging the coup had come 
from South Africa, and that the mercenaries responsi- 
ble for overthrowing the island government had been 
recruited in South Africa. Mercenary recruitment is of- 
ten done by simply putting out the word in international 
haunts frequented by mercenaries. One known merce- 
nary haunt in South Africa is the "Bush Pub", off the 
Pelindaba road near Lanseria Airport. They also put out 
"shopping lists" for weapons and equipment needed. 


Because of the nature of mercenary operations, recruit- 
ment and obtaining of weaponry is done clandestinely. 
Knowledge is restricted to known mercenaries who are 
approached by word of mouth. This was the modus 
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operandi used by Col "Mad" Mike Hoare when he re- 
cruited a mercenary band in South Africa used in the 
abortive coup on the Seychelles in the 1980's which 
ended in the hijacking of an Air India airliner to get 
most of the mercenaries off the islands. Hoare used 
weapons captured by the South African Defence Force 
in the Angolan bush war. They were supplied to him 
through military intelligence channels. 


Tourists Caught in Comoros Return ‘Unharmed’ 


MB3009171195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1706 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 30 
SAPA — All South Africans caught on the Comoros 
Islands during a coup this week arrived unharmed in 
Johannesburg on Saturday [30 September] night to a 
welcome of champagne and roses. 


The United Arab Emirates flight EK-461 carrying the 
toursts landed at Johannesburg International Airport at 
1Sh45. "All South African tourists are off the islands 
now,” said Jackie Turnbull, director of operations for 
iour operator World Leisure Holidays. About twenty 
representatives of the company were at the airport to 
greet their clients with champagne and red roses. "They 
were not affected by the coup in any way," Turnbull 
said. 


Mandela Says Government To Cut Crime Rate 


MB2909; 75295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1720 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 29 
SAPA — A partnership between government and civil 
society to fight crime was one of the country’s top 
priorities, President Nelson Mandela said on Friday 
[29 September] evening, opening Gencor’s [General 
Mining Union Corporation] new central Johannesburg 
head office. 


In remarks prepared for delivery ai the opening, marking 
the mining house’s centenary celebration, Mandela said 
the government was determined to do all that was 
necessary to bring down the crime rate. "Action to bring 
down crime rates is taking effect,” he said, "but the 
levels remain unacceptably high, and the government 
of national unity is determined to take whatever firm 
action is needed to deal with law breakers and bring 
safety and security throughout our country.” 


Political stability had allowed the government to set up 
an economic policy framework conducive to sustained 
growth and development. South Africa could not be sat- 
isfied with increased economic growth and investment 
resulting from such policies. "If the lives of our people 
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are to be improved as they deserve, we must achieve a 
higher level of sustained growth. Government has there- 
fore felt the need for an even more intense national focus 
on the achievement of economic growth." 


This included building up capacity for macro-economic 
management, industrial restructuring to boost exports 
and international competitiveness, and infrastructural in- 
vestment in housing, training, communication, agricul- 
ture, and tourism. Mandela said large corporations in the 
mining sector and minerals sector were well-placed to 
Significantly contribute to this. The industry needed to 
become more representative of society, requiring em- 
ployment policies to bring in new people and human 
resources policies to upgrade employees’ skills, as well 
as steps to open the industry to entrepreneurs. 


Mining companies could also contribute significantly 
to the economy by promoting downstream activities, 
as Gencor had done with its Alusaf and Columbus 
Stainless Steel projects. "The growth of Gencor into 
one of South Africa’s industrial giants is intimately 
bound up with our country’s history," Mandela said. 
"With its roots in the early mining industry, Gencor 
has gone through phases and transformations closely 
tracking those of our economy and our nation." 


Argues With De Klerk in Street 


MB3009181695 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 30 Sep 95 pl 


[Report by Bronwyn Wilkinson] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela and 
his deputy, FW de Klerk, were involved to a sharp 
exchange in a Johannesburg street last night after a black 
tie dinner in the city’s business district. 


The argument arose after De Klerk took exception to 
remarks by Mandela in his speech at Gencor’s [General 
Mining Union Corporation] new headquarters in Hollard 
Street. 


Mandela had earlier deviated from his prenared notes 
to address the issue of crime, telling an audience at the 
Gencor centenary banquet that the crime problem was 
one his government had inherited as a legacy from the 
past. 


A source close to Mandela said the president could see 
from the podium that his remarks had struck a nerve 
with De Klerk. After his speech, he asked his aides to 
call De Klerk as he wanted to try and appease the deputy 
president. 


De Klerk was accompanied to the red carpet next to 
Mandela’s car in Hollard street by the minister of 
mineral and energy affairs, Pik Botha. 
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Before Mandela could placate his deputy, De Klerk said 
he was "deeply offended" by the remarks in the speech. 
The two men argued animatedly for several minutes, 
waving their hands and pointing fingers at each other. 


SATURDAY STAR photographer TJ Lemon witnesses 
the exchange. He said Mandela waited under the canopy 
near his car for De Klerk. When De Klerk first walked 
up to Mandela, the two shook hands. 


De Klerk immediately said he was offended and Man- 
dela ended the handshake, raising his finger. De Klerk 
emphasised his points with both hands. 


The argument lasted several minutes. During this time, 
Botha stood with the two leaders, but either looked at 
his feet or stared at the surroundings without saying 
anything. 


Commenting on the exchange, presidential spokesman 
Parks Mankahlana said Mandela had simply been frank 
and open about the crime situation and “if that truth 
hurts anyone, there is nothing the president can do". 


De Klerk’s spokesman, Frik Schoombee, said the deputy 
president had no comment on the incident, although he 
would deal with it in due course. 


However, a source close to De Klerk said the deputy 
president took Mandela’s comments about policing in 
the “old South Africa" very personally and was deeply 
offended. 


"Mr De Klerk takes these kinds oi attacks by Mr 
Mandela very personally. That is what the argument 
was about. 


"Mr De Klerk thought the president had gone too far 
and he has had enough of being attacked in public,” the 
source said. 


"Mr De Klerk describes it as two parents staying 
together for the sake of the child. In this case, the child 
is an 18-month old South African toddler." 


Both men have warned before that there would be sharp 
exchanges between them in the run-up to the local 
election but that these would not affect the running of 
the government of national unity. 


NP Concerned With ANC Role in Media Debate 


MB3009150095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0904 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) DURBAN Sept 30 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] in KwaZulu-Natal on 
Saturday [30 September] reiterated its concern at the 
ANC’s involvement in the debate about media diversity, 
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sparked hy the resignation of Khulu Sibiya as chairman 
of the Conference of Editors. 


"The NP in KwaZulu-Natal rejects the ANC’s latest 
sharp reaction that any criticism on the ANC’s involve- 
ment is designed to deflect attention from the ‘white 
Capitalist monopoly’ over the print media,” spokesman 
Pieter van Pletzen said in a statement. The ANC’s re- 
action proved that it was interfering in a process that 
should rather be determined by market forces, he said 
adding that the transformation of the print media should 
not be politicised. 


"The ANC’s interference must be seen as sinister and 
designed with a party political agenda as the print media 
should rather be saluted for the invaluable role they 
played in the political democratisation of South Africa.” 
Any party political interference in the control over the 
print media would be seen as a “gross attack" on the 
freedom of the press. The developments had emphasised 
the need for a Constitutional provision guaranteeing 
media freedom, van Pletzen said. 


ANC: NP Comments ‘Laughable’ 


MB3009153295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1443 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] JOHANNESBURG Sept 30 
SAPA — The NP’s [National Party] concern at the 
ANC’s involvement in the media diversity debate was 
"laughable, considering their track record of censorship 
and repression aimed at the silencing of journalists and 
newspapers,” ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa Said 
on Saturday. 


Hitting back at a NP KwaZulu-Natal statement on 
Saturday morning, in which the NP reiterated its concern 
at the ANC’s involvement in the debate about media 
diversity, Mamoepa said in a statement: "The ANC will 
defend to the hilt its right — and the right of all South 
Africans — to participate in this important debate about 
the function, ownership and control of the media. 


"The ANC’s intentions are neither sinister nor in pursuit 
of a party political agenda”. 


The ANC, Mamoepa said, wanted the media in South 
Africa to enrich and deepen democracy, and would con- 
tinue to engage in public debate on the best mechanisms 
to achieve that. "What is at issue here is the value of me- 
dia diversity in a democratic society, and its centrality to 
press freedom. Given the history of this country and the 
concentration of media ownership, market forces alone 
are Clearly incapable of bringing about a significant di- 
versification of media ownership and control." [passage 
omitted] 
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DP Assails Use of ‘Race Card’ 


MB3009145295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1101 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Sept 30 SAPA 
— It was appalling that the race card was being played 
to polarise the press, DP [Democratic Party] media 
spokeswoman Dene Smuts said on Saturday. 


Smuts was reacting to the Conference of Editors [COE] 
crisis and statements made by Gauteng premier Tokyo 
Sexwale and ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa follow- 
ing the resignation of Khulu Sibiya as COE chairman. 
Mamoepa’s statement blaming the "white-owred mo- 
nopolies" for one-dimensionality and distortion in the 
free flow of information on the RDP [)Xeconstruction 
and Developnient Program] was a "straight forward case 
of killing the messenger" when it was common knowl- 
edge that the RDP was in troubie. 


"Accusations of racism have become the retort of last 
resort for the ANC in our politics generally. It is 
appalling that the race card is being played to polarise 
the press. Damage has been done among the editors. 


"It is now up to the journalists to stand firm. Despite 
protestations to the contrary, it is press freedom that 
is under attack, and not just ownership,” she said in 
a statement. On Sexwale’s suggestion that mass media 
institutions like Independent Newspapers should “adopt 
a business posture in line with the requirements of 
ou: new democracy", she said: "The really disturbing 
‘business posture’ is that of black media leaders who 
seek subsidies and government facilitation to strengthen 
their position.” 


Transformation would be achieved by the “excellent” 
work of black journalists rising rapidly through the 
ranks in all sectors of the media. "Journalists, black and 
white, will have to stand together against the twitchy 
ANC facing elections against the background ¢’ non- 
delivery on the last election’s promises.” 


South African Press Review for 29 Sep 
MB2909150695 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Mandela’s 500 Days in Review — "President Mandela 
can be well satisfied with his first 500 days in office,” 
says the page 6 editorial in the 27 September edition of 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English. "His greatest 
achievement, for which he has been universally praised, 
is ensuring a peaceful transition to democracy. It has 
not been easy." Although supporting Mandela, the 
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editorial adds: "We cannot say that his ANC-dominated 
government has matched his success. Affirmative action 
has cut back on White skills and experience in the public 
service, in the security forces and, by blackmail, in some 
sectors of the economy.” It concludes: "Much needs to 
be done in the next 500 days to make South Africa a 
safer place for all its people, to expand the economy, to 
give all sections, Black as well as White, a better chance 
in life, to end corruption and to stop the gravy train 
from running on too many lines. If President Mandela 
can get the country moving in the right direction, he 
will perform a second miracle.” 


Action Against Strikers Urged — "The trashing of the 
centre of Johannesburg by striking municipal workers is 
shameful, unacceptable, a display of disgusting vandal- 
ism," begins an editorial on page 6 of the 28 Septem- 
ber edition of THE CITIZEN. ‘It is time, then, that the 
ANC-run government took strong action against strik- 
ers whose actions are ‘unacceptable and disgusting’ and 
ensured that all trashing, whether in a city centre or on a 
university Campus, is stopped, once and for all, by pros- 
ecuting those responsible and forcing them, in addition, 
to pay for the damage they do to property.” 


THE STAR 


Spies Brought in From Cold — Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English in a page 12 editorial on 29 September 
notes: "At last South Africa’s spies are being brought 
in from the cold to face the heat of scrutiny, control 
and accountability. Until now they have operated in 
total secrecy, responsible only to the securocrats, and 
often with their own sinister agendas.” The editorial 
praises the government’s parliamentary hearings on 
intelligence: "In one of the most remarkable acts since 
it came to power, the Government has taken a firm grip 
on all our security forces, oringing them under direct 
parliamentary control for the first time.” It concludes: 
“And nothing short of astounding is the ANC-dominated 
Government's proposal that the final choice [for an 
inspector general] will have to be approved by a 75% 
majority in Parliament, thus ensuring as far as possible 
that our spies will serve the nation and not, as in the 
past, one party and one ideology.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


J ‘s Best Anti-Crime Measure — British business peo- 
pie and government officials are unlikely to buy Gaut- 
eng Premier Tokyo Sexwale’s assurances that crime 
will be brought under control soon, according to a 
29 September editorial on page 10 of Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English. "It will take more than 
Sexwale’s glib assurances that government is on top of 
the situation and that there is ‘a political will to deal 
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with this scourge’ to make investors feel their staff or 
their money would be secure in this country.” It adds: 
"Increased spending on more and better-paid policemen 
would be a welcome short-term measure. But we need 
economic growth, and for that we need investment, ed- 
ucation and labour co-operation. It cannot be achieved 
overnight, perhaps even in a decade, but unless there is a 
government focus on the causes of crime, the crini‘nals 
will continue to stunt economic growth in a vicious and 
often deadly circle. If it takes the concerns of foreign 
investors to achieve this, the country as a whole will 
benefit. There are already cries for harsher laws and a 
return of the death penalty. In the end, however, it is not 
jails that will take criminals off the streets, but jobs." 


SOWETAN 


Plea for Patriotism — After the challenge of last year’s 
elections, the country is being tested once again, says 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English in an editorial 
on page 18 on 29 September. "We are heading for 
another election and the beating of the drums of doom 
is increasing in tempo. Workers are striking, trashing 
cities, blocking roads; there are serious constitutional 
problems and crime has reached serious proportions. 
In their usual negativity, those predicting doom are 
cheered as one problem follows another. At the bottom 
of this there is an absence of patriotism which is quite 
nauseating. There are people wishing the government of 
national unity all kinds of ill. There are those who are 
gleefully hoping their stereotypes about black failure 
will be justified. What they fail to understand is we 
will be faced with an even bigger problem picking 
up the pieces if things go wrong. That is why such 
unpatriotic people should leave the country so we can 
go on struggling as manfully as we have done before." 


NEW NATION 


Holding Democracy Ransom — “Opposition parties 
have demonstrated very eloquently how the political 
process can be held to ransom by legalities that have 
very little to do with upholding essential principles of 
fairness and democracy," according to the 29 September 
editorial on page 10 of Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English, referring to recent Constitutional Court 
decisions. "What is worrying about the whole episode 
is that almost everyone in the democratic movement 
appears to have accepted the Constitutional Court ruling, 
without at the same time committing themselves to 
ensuring that the November elections are not delayed." 
It adds: “The question must nevertheless be asked: 
does it make political sense? Has the time not arrived 
when we should begin weighing up the relevance of 
legal imperatives against government's political duty 
to ensure that the transition is concluded as speedily 
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as possible? This question is especially relevant in 
ihis period of transition when government will often 
be required to exercise decisive political leadership 
that guarantees progress to democracy. Unless ii Joes, 
we will have to continue coping with intransigent 
apartheid local authorities which have no understanding 
of workers’ demands." 


South African Press Review for 2 Oct 
MB0210125895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


Efforts Against Inflation Praised — "Perceptions that 
South Africa has tamed inflation have created a mild 
sense of euphoria in the financial markets," begins a 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English editorial on 
page 12 of the 2 October edition. The editorial credits 
Reserve Bank governor Chris Stals for lower inflation, 
pointing out that it has fallen from the 12-to-15 percent 
range to about 10 percent during his tenure. The paper 
says Stals’ policy of less volatile interest rates, the 
cuts in tariffs and surcharges, as well as low infletion 
experienced by South Africa’s trading partners are all 
factors of the improved situation. At the same time, 
it notes that the excessive growth of money supply 
and credit has been a "negative factor." The editorial 
notes that Stals has set a 5 percent inflation rate "as the 
next objective, and that is some way off." The paper 
concludes: "Euphoria is not quite justified — but a quiet 
sense Of satisfaction is." 


Warning About Labor Relations — A second editorial 
on the same page of the same edition of BUSINESS 
DAY notes the high visibility of strikes by municipal 
workers and nurses. ine paper cites figures, however, 
showing that “fewer man days have been lost to 


FBIS-AFR-95-190 
2 October 1995 


strikes this year than in the previous three." It goes 
on to state that the private sector has handled labor 
relations well, while the public sector and parastatals 
"have been responsible for the majority of the days 
lost. Government needs to assess the implications of 
this phenomenon. In particular, the ANC will have to 
acknowledge growing discontent within the ranks of its 
union alliance partners.” 


SOWETAN 


Mandela’s Remarks on Crime Supported — An edito- 
rial in the Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 2 
October on page & expresses surprise that "nearly two 
years into the new South Africa, the statement of self- 
evident truths about where we are coming from as a 
country can still be the subject of controversy and dis- 
pute.” President Mandela’s remarks that South Africa’s 
crime problem was inherited from the apartheid regime 
and ANC Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa’s asser- 
tion that the problems behind ‘he nurses’ strike were 
caused by apartheid are two such "self-evident truths," 
argues the paper. The editorial concludes: "The need for 
national reconciliation should never be won at the ex- 
pense of the truth. Only those whose past activities are 
a source of shame would argue otherwise.” 


THE STAR 


Warning Against Water «ngs Plans — "Gestapo fea- 
tures" are creeping int’ |.e Campaign to save water, 
warns an editorial on page 12 of the 2 October issue 
of Johannesburg THE STAR in English. According to 
the editorial, "The notion of suburban spies, officially 
e1icouraged by local authorities to tattletale on neigh- 
bours, is odious." The paper also warns of a coming 
uproar against proposed 750-rand fines. 
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Angola 


FLEC-FAC Leader Unhappy With Peace Accord 


MB2909075395 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[From the "Ultima Hora” program] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] N’zita Tiago, leader of the 
Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave-Cabind2 
Armed Foices [FLEC-FAC], says there is no sense in 
the separatist forces negotiating individually. 


[Begin Tiags recording] I was amazed to hear over the 
radio yesterday that only the Front for the Liberation 
of the Cabinda Enclave-Renewed [FLEC-R] signed the 
acc rd with the Angolan Government. I do not know 
who is causing the confusion. It may be the Angolan 
Government that does not wish peace. I had agreed to 
a truce, but only after a meeting of all the Cabinda 
military factions. If the Angolan Government signed a 
cease-fire vith FLEC-R, the conclusion is that FLEC-R 
is associated with the Angolan Government to destroy 
other political parties. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Party Leaders on Truce 


MB3009165595 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[Passages within quotation marks are recorded] 


{FBIS Translated Text] There continues to be mixed re- 
actions to the truce agreement signed between the gov- 
ernment and the Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda 
Enclave-Renewed [FLEC-R]. We heard a number of 
politicians express their views today. Angolan Demo- 
cratic Party leader Alberto Neto said: 


[Neto] “First of all, on behalf of the Angolan Democratic 
Party, I would like to hail this initiative. It is important 
to note, however, that for a lasting peace in Cabinda, 
it is not enough to reach agreement with the FLEC-R. 
I believe it is the government's duty to do all it can to 
bring other forces to the negotiating table to guarantee 
a lasting peace in the province.” 


Democratic Reflection Tendency leader Miguel N’zau 
Punda also expressed his views: 


[Puna] “The solution of the Cabinda problem cannot be 
partial. In other words, all the forces involved must be 
brought to the negotiating table." 


{Unidentified correspondent] "What forces are these?" 


[Puna] “These forces include FLEC-Renewed, with 
which the government signed a truce agreement. I”. my 
view, | believe the solution of the Cabinda problem 
entails contacts with all forces active in the province." 
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Mendes de Carvalho, deputy for the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola: 


[Carvalho] “If we examine the statement made on BBC 
by one faction and the statements mace by the parties 
that signed the truce agreement, we see a contradiction. 
[Words indistinct] things are not progressing well or we 
were not well informed. If only one faction stops the 
war and the other faction does not, this will not help 
the situation.” 


Liberal Democratic Party leader Analia Pereira: 


[Pereira] "My party and I are happy with the government 
action to hold talks with FLEC-R and sign a truce 
agreement. This move was necessary in view of the 
Lusaa Accord. Cabinda being an integral part of 
Angola, the move was fundamental. It is important 
to note, however, that we do not have the details 
of the agreement. Thus, we feel concerned. Despite 
its geographic distance, Cabinda is an integral part 
of Angola. We would like to know on what basis 
the government signed the agreement. What are its 
advantages for the people of Cabinda and FLEC-R? The 
other thing is that FLEC-R alone does not answer for 
Cabinda. We have FLEC-FAC [Front for the Liberation 
of the Cabinda Enclave-Armed Forces of Cabinda] and 
other political groups in Cabinda that are making their 
own demands for the enclave. We lack details about 
all this because th. government did not give details 
about the parameters of its intention anc the agreement 
signed.’ 


Armindo Cassessa deputy for the National Unicn for the 
Total Independence of Angola: 


(Cassessaj "We must hail this government initiative. 
The UNITA bench stands for national stability. When 
we speak of national stability, we mean that despite the 
sensiiivity of the problem, Cabinda is still ar integral 
part of Angola. Thus, all government moves to bring 
about stability are commendable.” 


Government Official on Brussels Meeting 


MB300913279S Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] UN Spe- 
cia] Representative Alioune Blondin Beye returned from 
the Brussels dcnor meeting today. Dr. Faustino Muteka, 
head of the government team to the Joint Commission, 
and General Higino Carneiro, his assistant, also returned 
from Brussels today. This is what Gen. Carneiro said: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Gen. 
Carneiro: What can we expect now that the Brussels 
donor meeting is over? 
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[Carneiro] Let us see. We are convinced we will get 
what we were promised. Let us work toward that end. 


[Correspondent] Did you gain any [words indistinct]? 


{Carneiro} I would say so. You are aware that there 
were two meetings between Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, in addition to 
the roundtable meeting in Brussels. Some plans were 
aired at those meetings and we expect to implement 
them quite soon. 


[Correspondent] In view of the fact that President Santos 
and UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi both attend.d the 
meeting, would you say that we will never return to 
war? 


[Carneiro] Well, at least that is what he promised. We 
can only wait and see. 


[Correspondent] From your point of view, what imme- 
diate action can [words indistinct]? 


[Carneiro] Well, immediate action will focus primarily 
on the creation of troop confinement conditions. In 
addition, there will be the confinement and disarmament 
of UNITA troops, as well as other moves as part of the 
national reconciliation process. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 


New UN Military Chief Takes Office 


MB3009202795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2013 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} LUANDA Sept 30 SAPA — 
The new United Nations military chief in Angola, Zim- 
babwean Gen Philip Sibanda, took office on Saturday 
[30 September] at a ceremony headed by UN special 
representative Alioune Blondin Beye. Sibanda replaced 
Nigerian Gen Chris Garuba who had headed the UN 
forces in Angola for the last three years, reports the 
official ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] news 
agency. 


Comoros 
Current Situation Following Coup d’Etat Updated 


Coup Leader Promises ‘Democracy’ 


LD2909174695 Paris LCI Television in French 
1700 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In foreign news, the French 
mercenary Bob Denard carried out another coup d’etat 
in Comoros last night. [passage omitted] This report is 
from Nathalie Magnat: 
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(Magnat] In a bid to justify the coup attempt, the orga- 
nizers of the putsch, having formed a transitional mil- 
itary committee [comite militaire de transition], spoke 
out today. Their leader is Captain Ayouba Combo, who 
is closely connected to French mercenary Bob Denard. 
His stated mission is to ensure public order until free 
elections can be organized: 


[Begin Combo recording; caption reads "by telephone" ] 
It has to be clearly understood by everyone that the 
transitional military committee is intervening solely in 
order to reestablish the conditions for democracy, which 
the overthrown president and his corrupt entourage have 
put in jeopardy. Our only ambition is to contribute as 
effectively as possible to the recovery and revival of the 
republic. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Curfew Imposed on Moroni 


AB2909175895 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] This is the second day of 
the coup attempt in the Comoros. [passage omitted] 
There was sporadic fighting all day yesterday and 
speculation that loyal forces were on their way from the 
oiler islands and that the French might intervene, but it 
seems the coup makers now feel they are well in charge. 
On today’s events, Karmadine Mohamed telexed this 
report from Moroni: 


Shortly after midnight, Radio Comoros came back on 
the air and captain Ayuba Combo, one of the soldiers 
released from jail by the mercenaries, announced that 
he was in charge of a ruling Transitional Military 
Committee. He went on to announce that members of 
the outgoing government, some of whom are in the 
French Embassy, had been dismissed. Captain Combo 
said that President Djohar, who is being held by the 
coup leaders in the Kandani Barracks, would soon be 
put on trial. He said, we have decided to rid this country 
of rampant corruption. He also announced a curfew and 
the banning of all public meetings. 


When I met Capt. Combo this afternoon, he seemed very 
relaxed and oblivious to the international condemnation 
that the coup has caused. He confidently said that he did 
not believe the French would intervene to help President 
Djohar. 


Shops and offices have remained closed all day but there 
has been no fighting. However, it is now known that 
at least five people have been killed since the coup 
began, including three civilians. The radio station has 
been badly damaged and looted. 
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This evening, the mercenaries put on a parade through 
the streets of Moroni. It was a show of military strength 
which was watched with indifference by the population. 
The mercenaries had vehicles taken from the Army 
as well as mortars and rocket-propelled grenades. Bob 
Denard looked considerably older than when I last saw 
him in 1989, 


Meanwhile, the news from the other two islands is that 
they remain loyal to President Djohar. 


Yachourtu on French Involvement 


AB2909194895 London BBC World Service 
ia English 1705 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Well, most members of 
President Djohar’s government took refuge in the 
French Embassy in Moroni. On the line to the Em- 
bassy, Mary Harper asked the prime minister, Caambi 
el-Yachourtu Mohamed, what he made of the takeover. 


[Begin recording] [passage omitted] [Harper] Now that 
Captain Combo has announced this government, do 
you recognize it in any way. Do you surrender your 
authority? 


[Mohamed] No, no, no, not at all. I could not. They 
have not formed a government, only a committee, with 
mercenaries and military. 


[Harper] You are now stuck in the French Embassy in 
Moroni, what are you doing? Are you trying to get the 
French to intervene? 


[Mohamed] I am in contact with the French authorities 
to see to the situation and from there, I try also to contact 
other parties, even the opposition parties, to see how we 
can try to resolve the crisis. 


[Harper] What are the French saying that they are going 
to do? 


[Mohamed] The French said that they have condemned 
the coup but until now they did not say if they will 
come militarily, we do not know. 


{Harper] What are you going to do now? Are you going 
to stay in the French Embassy or are you going to try 
and get out, and gather support? 


[Mohamed] When I am assured of my security, I will go 
out and I will try to negotiate but not with mercenaries 
really, with all the parties, even opposition parties. [end 
recording] 
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7 Die in Attempt To Take Airport 


LD2909211195 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The coup d’etat in Comoros 
seems to have succeeded. In any case, the coup orga- 
nizers today announced their intention of setting up a 
provisional council responsible for managing day-to-day 
matters. Our reporter, Jean-Jacques Louarne, has more. 


[Louarne] [passage omitted] This afternoon, at least two 
political parties — the National Union for Democracy 
in Comoros [UNDC] and Chuma, led by Prince [Said 
Ali] Kemal — called for a demonstration on the streets 
of Moroni in support of the coup organizers, led by Bob 
Denard. About 300 Comorans participated in the march. 
At the same time, according to certain sources, forces 
still loyal to President Djohar — who is still being held 
in the army camp of Kandani — tried to retake the 
airport, held by the coupists. This attempt ended in the 
death of at least seven people — five gendarmes and two 
mercenaries. Local people, for their part, remained calm 
and went about their usual business. Captain Combo told 
us this afternoon that the people are tired of the Djohar 
regime. 


[Begin Combo recording] The people are unhappy, you 
know. They are tired of living in the same situation 
— corruption and all that. We have demanded multi- 
party elections, but Djohar ruled them out. There will 
undoubtedly be election in a few days. There will be 
presidential elections. [end recording] 


[Louarne] As of this evening, the stated intentions of the 
coupists are still not clear. How the coup was carried 
out remains a total mystery and the attitude of a section 
of the Comoran political scene, asking people to support 
the coup, is perplexing. 


Opposition Party Leader on Coup 


AB2909222595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[Interview with Abass Youssouf, leader of the Comoran 
Opposition Forum, by Africa No. 1’s Mohamed Is- 
soufou Saliou in Libreville on 29 September following 
the coup d’etat in Comoros — live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Youssouf] We signed a com- 
munique a short while ago. In this communique, we said 
that we find it unacceptable that the sovereignty of our 
country and people should be disrupted by using hu- 
miliating procedures which are unanimously banned by 
the Comoran people and the international community. 
This goes contrary to the international human rights law. 
We therefore strongly condemn this 28 September coup 
d'etat. 
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[Saliou] What do you think concretely about the initia- 
tives of Captain Combo who is currently spearheading 
everything? He has become the strongman of Moroni at 
this present moment. 


[Youssoufou] In the first place, we have made some 
demands beginning with the unconditional departure of 
Bob Denard and his men, the suspension of the insti- 
tutions and the establishment of an interim government 
embracing all the country’s political parties — a kind 
of national union government. 


[Saliou) In clear terms, you want Captain Combo to 
hand over power to the civilians? 


[Youssoufou] [Words indistinct] hand over power to the 
Civilians. Certainly so. 


[Saliou] And how do you hope to have this demand 
met as he has already created a transitional military 
committee? 


[Youssoufou] By exertiii popular pressure. 
[Saliou)] What does that mean? 


[Youssoufou] That means to say through pressure from 
parties which are against the yesterday’s putsch. 


[Saliou] Does this mean that there are other opposition 
parties which support him and support the putsch? 


[Youssoufou} Yes, to my knowledge, there was a 
communique from the National Union for Democracy 
in the Comoros [UNDC], Taki’s party, which reportedly 
issued a communique supporting the coup. 


[Saliou] And what is the attitude of the Comoran Union 
for Progress [UCP-Udzima] concerning this situation? 


[Youssoufou] For the moment, the members of the Udz- 
ima are outside, because Oumar Tamou, their secretary 
general, made a statement yesterday, saying that he is 
not aware of anything. He has not seen anybody, and 
that some people — soldiers — came to take him out 
of prison and he went to his house. This is the only 
statement that we know the Udzima has made. 


[Saliou) Since the UNDC supports this putsch and 
you condemn it, in this condition, how can you exert 
pressure on a transitional military committee which 
seems to have all the power in hand at this moment 
in Moroni? 


[Yousoufou] I think that this government will certainly 
be isolated and will be forced to play the democratic 
game. 
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Second Coup Figure Interviewed 


AB2909224095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 29 Sep 95 


(Program hosted by Hyacinthe Mbalogo and Lucien 
Mpoungui] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Mbalogo] Power has visibly 
changed hands in Comoros where a coup d’etat, orga- 
nized by the popular French mercenary, Bob Denard, 
was Staged yesterday. Total calm has returned to Mo- 
roni. President Said Mohamed Djohar is still being de- 
tained by the coup instigators who, contrary to expecta- 
tion, received at midday the support of 500 opposition 
supporters who demonstrated in front of the national ra- 
dio, which resumed transmissions this morning with the 
broadcast of communiques issued by the coup plotters 
who promised free elections and asked France not to in- 
terfere in Comoros’ domestic affairs. Lucien Mpoungui 
brings an update on the situation: 


([Mpoungui] Calm prevails now in Moroni after the 
demonstration early this afternoon in support of the 
coup. The demonstrators, who gathered in front of the 
radio station, were responding to the call by two parties 
opposed to the detained President Mohamed Djohar’s 
regime. 


For its part, the Forum for National Redress [Forum 
pour Le Redressement National], consisting of six 
Opposition parties, has called for the departure of Bob 
Denard who is still in the military barracks of the 
Comoran capital. On the other hand, the Transitional 
Military Committee, which has apparently succeed in 
its coup attempt, has promised free and democratic 
elections. [passage omitted] 


[Mbalogo] I just learned that Bob Denard has just 
announced that Moroni International Airport will reopen 
to air traffic tomorrow. 


The identities of those who seized power in Comoros 
are gradually being revealed. After Captain Ayumba 
Combo, who has since this morning officially been 
declared leader of the military committee set up since 
the coup, another popular Comoran rebel, Captain Said 
Mohamed Lavare, made a public statement today to 
reassure both civilians and soldiers. Contacted a while 
ago on telephone by Mohamed Yessoufou Saliou, Capt. 
Lavare gives us a situation report on the ground in 
Moroni. Let’s listen to him: 


(Begin recording] (Lavare] We are still in control over 
here. All is well, calm prevails, all is calm in Moroni. 


{Saliou) And you are still detaining President Said 
Djohar? 
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{Lavare] President Said Djohar is still under house 
arrest. 


[Saliou] And for how long will he be detained? 


{Lavare] I cannot determine this off hand. Well, this 
will take some time, more or l¢ss, you know. 


[Saliou] What are your reasons for staging this coup 
d’etat? 


{Lavare] Several reasons. A lot of reasons, since every 
one knows about this. Everybody in the entire world 
is aware because the major press reported this. Prior to 
newspaper reports, I tried to [word indistinct] President 
Djohar on the 26 of this month... and in 1992, after 
a rebellion which was unsuccessful. I was then in the 
barracks. Then, I came back to stage another rebellion 
with half of a military company, and it did not go 
through, and I came yet another time. 


[Saliou) Can you tell us what you plan to do with 
the power you have seized since you are virtually 
controlling the whole country and you just created a 
Transitional Military Committee a few hours ago? How 
far do you intend to go in your action? 


[Lavare] I can assure you that there will be free and 
democratic elections. [end recording] 


[Mbalogo] We must point out, however, that this 
coup attempt has been strongly condemned by the 
international community. In the face of the strong 
disapproval expressed by the international community, 
how does the Transitional Military Committee, headed 
by Capt. Combo, plan to govern the country? Once 
again, here is the answer given by Lieutenant Said 
Mohamed Lavare: 


[Begin recording] [Lavare] For the moment, I cannot 
comment on this. I am sorry I cannot answer that 
question. 


[Saliou) Do you currently have news about Oumar 
Tamou whom you have released? 


[Lavare] Oh, yes. We have news about him, he is doing 
fine. 


[Saliou] Is he on your side? 


[Lavare] Well, why wouldn’t he be on our side. I clearly 
State that he has not expressed his happiness or dissent 
but I know how he was. He was in prison so it is 
plausible that he is happy. 


[Saliou) And do you plan to associate him with your 
plans, take him on if you should form a new govern- 
ment? 


[Lavare] I cannot comment on this. 
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[Saliou] And how is the state of health and mind of 
President Djohar? 


(Lavare] Very good; he’s in good shape. He is very 
well. 


[Saliou] Is he entitled to receive visitors? 
(Lavare] I cannot tell you. 


[Saliou] What about his close associates, the speaker of 
the National Assembly? 


(Lavare) They are citizens like all others. They move 
about freely like everyone else. 


[Saliou] And what is the prevailing situation today in 
Moroni? 


[Lavare] Very calm. Everybody is rejoicing. Well, we 
have both discontented and contented sides, this is sure 
to be so, but I can never-the-less say that the great 
majority is rejoicing. [end recording] 


Mercenaries in Full Control 


LD3009091095 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 30 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two days after their coup the 
mercenaries seem well in control in the Islamic Federal 
Republic of the Comoros and have actually reopened 
the airport this morning. [passage omitted] 


Several African countries have called on France to 
intervene military, but this possibility does not appear 
to be on the agenda. Christophe Boisbouvier reports: 


[Boisbouvier] The French Government’s present line 
gives priority to a peaceful settlement. Paris is sending 
threatening signals to Bob Denard, has placed 4,000 
French troops stationed in the region on a state of alert, 
and has suspended all cooperation with the Comoros. 
As in 1989, Paris is trying to get Bob Denard to leave 
peacefully by bringing increasing pressure to bear. 


That being said, Paris has pointed out that a peaceful 
settlement is not an exclusive option, implying that if 
pressure does not suffice it may become necessary to 
consider the military option. Proof of this is the fact 
that the French troops remain on alert. 


This issue places France on the spot. It has a defense 
agreement with Moroni, and if it fails to respond to 
the legitimate government’s request for assistance, it 
risks causing much anxiety among the other African 
governments with whom it has the same kind of 
agreement. [passage omitted] 
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Further on French Involvement 


EA3009140495 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 0430 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Announcer] The situation in 
the Comoros is more confused than ever, 48 hours after 
French mercenary Bob Denard’s men staged a coup 
d'etat in the Comoran capital, Moroni, on Thursday (28 
September]. 


While the putschists are claiming to be in control of the 
situation and promise that free and democratic elections 
will be held, the Comoran prime minister, Mohamed 
Caabi el Yachroutu, who has taken refuge in the French 
Embassy in Moroni, is calling on all political and 
military forces to resist the putschists. Here is Prime 
Minister Caabi el Yachroutu speaking on the telephone 
to [words indistinct]. 


[Begin reco:ding] [Yachroutu] Bob Denard trained the 
former presidential guard, and, having been at the 
head of the guard for twelve and a half years, his 
knowledge of these places is perfect. Also, since he has 
been developing a network of contacts, he has some 
supporters here. 


[Unidentified correspondent) Did France promise you 
that it would intervene? 


[Yachroutu] France has not made any promises, and we 
are waiting. In my capacity as representative of what are 
still the legally recognized authorities, I have made an 
Official request to the French authorities asking them to 
intervene to restore lawful rule and democracy. I asked 
because it was inconceivable that a country be left as 
hostage to mercenaries. 


[Correspondent] But France will undoubtably have 
[words indistinct] to confound Bob Denard’s plans, even 
if the 130 French Foreign Legion soldiers based in 
Mayottte have been put on alert. [end of recording] 


[Announcer] In fact, all the French armed forces in the 
southern Indian Ocean region — in Djibuti, Reunion, 
and Mayotte — are on alert. With more details, here 
is Colonel (Bon), chief of staff of the armed forces 
stationed on the island [Mayotte], who was the guest of 
the television news broadcast last night [29 September]. 


[Begin (Bon) recording] The soldiers stationed in May- 
otte are preparing themselves for a possible mission in 
the next few hours or days, either on land or at sea, the 
two means of transport available to us. 


Having said this, the alert could have two alternative 
outcomes. We could stay on the mainand of Mayotte and 
act as a sort of transit post, or we could be incorporated 
into a unit which might go to the Comoros or to any 
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other part of the Indian Ocean region. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


‘Strong’ RSA Link to Mercenaries 


MB3009165695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] It appears that there is a strong 
South African link to the coup in the Comoros. Sources 
in mercenary circles say a French mercenary known 
as Gilbert was recruiting South African mercenaries on 
behalf of French soldier of fortune and coup leader Bob 
Denard. 


Gilbert is also known as Frenchie. He was a member of 
the French Legion and a member of the South African 
Special Forces for a number of years. Sources say most 
of the mercenaries are ex-members of the British Special 
Forces, the SAS, and the ex-Rhodesian SAS [Special 
Air Services]. 


On Thursday (28 September], Denard led his second 
coup in the Comoros Islands, an African archipelago 
and former French colony that he effectively ruled from 
1978 until he was forced out in 1989. 


Denard Said Recruiting Citizens 


AB3009190895 Paris AFP in French 
1559 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 30 Sep (AFP) — Co- 
moran Prime Minister Caambi el-Yachourtu this after- 
noon renewed his appeal to France to intervene militar- 
ily against the putschists, who, he says, are recruiting 
people from the streets, arming Comorans, and threat- 
ening to “plunge the country into chaos." 


In a telephone conversation with AFP from the French 
Embassy in Moroni, where he took refuge on 28 
September, he said the mercenaries, led by Bob Denard, 
are "recruiting passersby, former members of the Presi- 
dential Guard (which was created by Bob Denard prior 
to 1989), and young soldiers, and are arming them with- 
out any control." Some 700 people have allegedly been 
taken to the Itsundu Camp for training in trucks driven 
by mercenaries, the prime minister added. "The situation 
may deteriorate. Even if the mercenaries leave, some 
people and some soldiers will still be in possession of 
weapons all over the place," he declared. He stated that 
French intervention is "necessary because the situation 
is getting progressively dramatic." 


Paris indicated today that French forces in the region 
— nearly 4,000 troops stationed in Mayotte, Reunion, 
and Djibouti were remaining on alert. However, French 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe yesterday ruled out a mili- 
tary intervention. Prime Minister Caambi el-Yachourtu 
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Stated that the "regular Army is totally disorganized." 
He, however, confirmed that the "gendarmerie is still 
holding" with 400-500 men. 


"Bot Leiaiu must leave the territory, whether one 
likes ii Or not,” especially because the international 
community cannot recognize him, "and his presence 
will only worsen the very difficult current economic 
situation. France and the United States have already 
announced that they are suspending aid to the Comoros 
following the coup. [no end quotes, as received] 


The Comoran prime minister acknowledged that 
"France is embarrassed" because “the mercenaries are 
not coming out in the open." They prefer to present 
Captain Ayouba Combo as the coup leader, although 
he is vuly a “stooge.” He stated that "France has a 
moral duty" toward the Comoros, recalling that France 
intervened militarily in 1989 to drive away Bob Denard 
and bis mercenaries following President Abdallah’s 
assassination. Paris "must help us to move toward a 
democratic government,” he declared. 


500 March in Support of Coup 


ABO110114695 Paris AFP in English 
0941 GMT 0] Oct 95 


[FBIS iranscribed Text} Moroni, Oct 1 (AFP) — 
Demonstrators took to the steets of Moroni, capital of 
the Comoros, Sunday {1 October) to March in support 
of the leaders of the coup that overthrew President Said 
Mohamed Djohar tast week. 


About 5Uu peupie attended a similar demonstration 
Friday to show backing for the leaders of the coup 
orchestrated by Bob Denard, the veteran and notorious 
French mercenary who has led previous coups here. 


A protest demonstration opposing the coup was planned 
for Saturday but called off after nobody was prepared 
to take its head. 


The leaders of the coup were in military control of the 
archipelago Sunday but political opposition continued, 
in particular from overthrown Prime Minister Caambi el 
Yachourtu, who has taken refuge in the French embassy 
from where he has called on France to intervene 
militarily 


France has made it clear it will not do so but has 
condemned the coup and cut off aid, as have the United 
States. The United Nations, the Organisation of African 
Unity and countries arcund the world have condemned 
the mutech 


On Saturday a “military transition committee" set up by 
the authors of the coup formally invited leaders of all 
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political parties to discussions with a view to setting up 
a transition government. 


Only the four rightwing parties, which gave their 
backing to Sunday’s demonstration, have so far accepted 
the conditions laid down by the committee. 


The six opposition parties forming the "forum for na- 
tional recovery" are calling on Denard and his merce- 
naries to leave the country. 


Denard led a coup that overthrew the first president, 
Ahmed Abdallah, soon after his installation in 1975 — 
a coup that had the blessing of Paris — then in 1978 
toppled his successor, president Ali Soilih, who was 
killed soon after “while trying to escape." 


Denard reinstalled Abdallah and became the Comoros 
strongman as head of the presidential guard until 1989, 
when Abdallah was shot dead in Denard’s presence in 
the presidential palace. France then intervened militar- 
ily, forcing Denard to leave the islands. 


In France, Maurice Botbol, editor of The Indian Ocean 
Newsletter, said the coup could not have gone ahead 
without the knowledge of the French secret service, 
which has been long been involved with Denard. 


Analysts said Djohar’s position had been weakened by 
a refusal of opposition parties to cooperate with him and 
generalised corruption, including the presence of Italian 
and Russian mafias. 


Number of Mercenaries Increases 


ABO110115395 Paris AFP in English 
1113 GMT 01 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moroni, Oct 1 (AFP) — Many 
more foreign mercenaries are on the Comoro Islands 
than first thought, and came from Morocco and South 
Africa as well as Fraace, reliable sources said Sunday 
{1 October’. 


Only about a dozen mercenaries were visible Thursday 
as rebels — led by veteran French mercenary Bob 
Denard — ove:threw the government of President Said 
Mohamed Djohar. 


But the sources who spoke on condition of anonymity 
Sunday said many more had remained at the Kandani 
military base, which the rebels seized early in the coup 
as most loyalist soldiers were on manoeuvres. 


One source put the total number of mercenaries at 171. 


They were still at the base Sunday, the source said. 
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French Navy Puts To Sea 


ABO110135095 Paris AFP in English 
1255 GMT I Oct 95 


{Report by Aboubacar M’Changama] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Moroni, Oct 1 (AFP) — 
French navy ships carrying landing craft were on the 
high seas Sunday [1 October] three days after a coup 
d’etat in the Comoro Islands, where reliable sources 
said close to 200 mercenaries from France, Morocco 
and South Africa were installed at the Kandani military 
base near the capital. [passage omitted] 


In France, where Prime Minister Alain Juppe Friday 
ruled out any military intervention, a navy source said 
the fast patrol boat La Rieuse and the surveillance ship 
Le Floreal had loaded landing craft and sailed from 
Reunion, a French island east of Madagascar. 


They were on the high seas “to guarantee the security 
of French nationals," the source said. 


In Djibouti, on the Horn of Africa, port sources said the 
supply ship La Somme sailed Saturday morning (cor- 
rect), but that its orders had been drawn up Wednesday, 
the day before the coup. 


The corvette Commandant Bory and the support ship 
Jules Verne sailed from Djibouti on September 23. 


France has some 4,000 troops in the region, some 
of them on the island of Mayotte, which is part 
of the Comoros archipelago, off east Africa between 
Mozambique and the island of Madagascar, but which 
elected to remain a French territory as the other, mostly 
Muslim, islands declared independence in 1975. 


The French troops were put on alert as the coup 
progressed to intervene if necessary to protect the 1,500 
French nationals in the Comoros, 1,000 of whom have 
dual nationality. 


In France, meanwhile, Maurice Botbol, editor of The 
Indian Ocean Newsletter, said the coup could not 
have gone ahead without the knowledge of the French 
secret service, which has been long been involved with 
Denard. 


He was visible in the capital Sunday, obviously relaxed. 


He is a 66-year-old Muslim convert with a Comoran 
wife and Comoran citizenship who masterminded three 
previous coups in these tropical islands, and was its 
strongman from 1978 to 1989 as head of the presidential 
guard. 


"I'll be back one day, God willing,” he said as French 
paratroopers forced him to leave the islands in 1989 
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after the mysterious death of the then president in 
Denard’s presence. 


He has been involved in coup attempts in Africa and 
elsewhere for some 30 years. 


The rebels were still holding the president at the 
Kandani base Sunday, but sources there said he was 
living comfortably in officers’ quarters and being treated 
well. 


On Saturday a "military transition committee" set up by 
the authors of the coup formally invited leaders of all 
political parties to discussions wit a view to setting up 
a transition government. 


Only the four rightwing parties, which gave their 
backing to Sunday’s rally, have so far accepted the 
conditions laid down by the committee. 


The six opposition parties forming the Forum for 
National Recovery are calling on Denard and his 
mercenaries to leave the country. 


Among speakers at Sunday’s rally was former interior 
minister Omar Tamou, who was imprisoned for his 
role in a 1992 coup bid — one of 18 in 20 years of 
independence — but was released by the rebels, along 
with other politicians and soldiers implicated in that 
coup attempt. 


Power Turned Over to Civilians 


AB0210110595 Paris AFP in English 
1050 GMT 02 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moroni, Oct 2 (AFP) — The 
leader of the transitional ruling military body set up in 
the Comoros after last week’s coup announced Monday 
[2 October] that he had turned over power to two 
civilians. 

Captain Ayouba Combo told Comoros radio that he had 
handed over the reins of power to Said Ali Kemal and 
Mohamed Taki Abdoulkarim, long-time opponents of 
President Said Mohamed Djohar who is being held. 


Thursday’s coup was led by French mercenary Bob 
Denard. 


Coup Leader, Official Comment 


AB0210100295 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 2 Oct 95 


[From the ' Nei vork Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] The situation 
in the Comoros is calm following the coup which 
overthrew the government of President Djohar five days 
ago. Captain Ayouba Combo, one of the coup plotters, 
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told journalists that, in fact, they hadn’t met with much 
resistance when they took over the country. 


[Begin Combo recording, in French fading into English 
translation] Well, there was some resistance, but it 
wasn’t anything much. It was not significant. We didn’t 
want to upset people. We didn’t intend to kill anybody. 
We didn’t intend to mistreat anyone. This takeover is 
just a temporary thing. It won’t be for very long, just 
until there is an interim president, who can lead the 
country to elections. (end recording] 


[Announcer] Well, some members of the toppled gov- 
ernment have taken refuge at the French Embassy in 
Moroni, the country’s capital. They’ve made repeated 
calls for international intervention, especially to France. 
Khadria Ahmed called up one of those at the em- 
bassy, the speaker of Parliament, Mr. Mohamed Said 
M’Changama. She put it to him that in fact the coup 
which toppled his country had actually been successful. 


[Begin recording} [M’Changama] Not at all. Well, the 
[words indistinct] the operation so far, it’s true that the 
mercenaries and their men, they control military points, 
the main military points, except the gendarmerie, but 
they have big political problems because they cannot 
achieve the rule that they want. So far, no political party 
accepts them. 


[Ahmed] So, what do you see happening, sir? 


[M’Changama] I don’t think that the international 
community will accept that mercenaries just take hold 
of a country and stay there. Anyway, what will happen 
is that former opposition parties [and] the government 
parties are already talking together, getting together to 
try to put up a government to build on consensus and 
also to organize together the next presidential elections. 


[Ahmed] Now, you seem to be turning a lot to the 
international community, but isn’t this a domestic matter 
that, really, should be resolved amongst the people of 
the Comoros without any sort of intervention from any 
foreign power.... 


[M’Changama, interrupting] Come on, Khadria. How is 
it a domestic matter? How to explain [to] me when it 
is domestic here when you have mercenaries invading 
a country? 


[Ahmed] Isn't it true though that Denard is actually a 
citizen of the Comoros? 


[M’Changama] You know, he came here as a merce- 
nary, he killed people, he killed presidents and from 
that position, he decided that he was a citizen of the 
Comoros, but you know, he is not. | mean, don’t play 
with... [pauses] around, please. This is very important. 
We have Comorans who are dying here. 
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[Ahmed] Now, the truth though is, Sir, that he would not 
have been able to do what he has done without support 
from inside the Comoros. 


[M’Changama] No, no, no, no, not at all. The truth is 
that at the time, they were very organized, and this is . 
a small country, and they achieved it without any help 
from Comoran people, and it’s from the moment they 
entered that they forced people and they caught people. 
[end recording] 


Madagascar 


Government Urges Intervention in Comoros 


EA2909225395 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 1600 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} We have tonight received a 
statement from the office of the president of the Repub- 
lic of Madagascar and the National Assembly in Tsim- 
bazaza. 


Both of them wholly condemn the coup d’etat which 
occurred in the Comoros islands on the night of 27 to 28 
September 1995. The state of Madagascar demands the 
unconditicnal release of people captured and detained 
by mercenaries led by Bob Denard and his friends, and 
calls on the international community to intervene to 
resolve the problem to allow the restoration of legally 
recognized authorities in the Comoros through free 
elections, not coercion, especially in the context of the 
present democratization process under way in various 
countries. 


The statement is signed by Professor Albert Zafy, 
the president of the Republic of Madagascar, and 
the speaker of the National Assembly, Rev. Richard 
Andriamanjato. 


Swaziland 


Foreign Minister Recalled Over Cuban Relations 


MB3009173195 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 30 Sep-1] Oct 95 pp 1, 2 


[FBIS Traiuscribed Text] An acrimonious diplomatic 
row has erupted over allegations that Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Mr Solomon Dlamini, has committed Swazi- 
land to a diplomatic understanding with socialist Cuba. 


Intense behind the scenes diplomatic maneuvres yes- 
terday resulted in the immediate recall of Mr Dlamini 
from New York, where he was attending a United Na- 
tions General Assembly session. 


The local diplomatic community was said to have been 
shattered by the disclosure that Mr Dlamini entered into 
a diplomatic understanding with his Cuban counterpart. 
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Well placed government sources told the WEEKEND 
OBSERVER that the signing which took place in 
Havana, Cuba, did not have the blessing of the Swazi 
Cabinet. 


.Acting Foreign Affairs Minister, Senator Arthur Khoza 
yesterday confirmed that government was aware of the 
allegation. He said government was also aware that 
Mr Dlamini did visit Cuba at the invitation of his 
counterpart. 


"However, no decision has been taken by government 
to establish relations in that context but my colleague 
is better qualified to comment further on the issue,” 
Senator Khoza said. 


It is believed that the Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini, 
was fuming yesierday and immediately ordered Secre- 
tary to Cabinet, Mr Frank Bucham, to recall the Foreign 
Affairs Minister. Mr Dlamini is expected to return over 
the weekend to unravel the diplomatic confusion. 


Cuba, a country in the Caribbean, off the South of 
Florida and led by socialist leaning cigar chain-smoking 
Fidel Castro, has no diplomatic relations with the United 
States of America and the majority of West leaning 
governments. 
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Foreign Affairs Principal Secretary, Mr Mduduzi 
Magongo was yesterday locked in marathon consulta- 
tions at Cabinet Offices where it is believed the Cuban 
diplomatic tiff was top of the agenda. Up to the time 
of compiling this report he was not in a position to 
comment. 


It is believed that the United States government is 
unhappy about the reported deal between Swaziland 
and Cuba. Diplomatic sources yesterday conceded that 
this may strain relations between the Kingdom and that 
country something which could place American aid to 
Swaziland at risk. 


There was however no immediate comment from the 
American Embassy in Mbabane yesterday. 


Recently the United States government aired its unhap- 
piness at South Africa establishing links with Cuba. The 
Americans are using all diplomatic overtures to con- 
vince the southern African country to severe all ties 
with its hostile socialist neighbour. 
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Nigeria 


Abacha Gives Independence Anniversary Address 


ABC110071095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 0605 GMT I Oct 95 


{Address by head of state Sani Abacha on the occasion 
of Nigeria’s 35th Independence Anniversary on 1 Oc- 
tober; place not given — recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fellow Nigerians, today marks 
the 3Sth anniversary of the independence of our country. 
This landmark coiacides with the period in our nation’s 
history during which our vision of the future holds many 
questions for us all. We who are privileged to live in 
these times must consider ourselves blessed, for ours 
is the generation which has been chosen by history io 
lay enduring foundation for a common existence {or the 
Nigerians of the future eras. 


Fellow Nigerians, I have always been mindful that 
this responsibility bestows extreme duty upon us for 
which we should be proud. In the three and half 
decades that have passed since Nigeria was proclaimed 
a free and sovereign state, our country has traversed the 
challenging and difficult terrains that await all young 
nations. Our generation, more than any other, has borne 
the burden that devolved upon our young nation. It 
was a generation that fought in the field of battle and 
buried its young to keep Nigeria one, our generation 
that undertook the (?sensitive) task of reconciliation and 
reconstruction. Today, it is our generation that is trying 
to facilitate the potential regeneration of our country 
after several failures and misdirections. 


We have learned through the sacrifices we had made 
as a nation, as well as through the pains we have 
sufiered as a people that the process of building a nation 
requires tolerance as a state (?0n) a successfully forged 
national cohesion from the diversity of its people, or 
richly rewarded their efforts with material benefits, has 
done so without the sweat and sacrifice of its people. In 
our destre to reassure our people that they too possess 
the mantle to attain such heights, I gave the pledge of 
this administration that we would set the example by 
our own endeavors, that we were prepared to travel 
any distance, bear any burden, and seek every valid 
avenue in our undertaking, to lay the bedrock of a 
lasting democracy for our country. In keeping with these 
promises, we committed ourselves to a careful selection 
of priorities. 

Fellow Nigerians, honor and true resolution are easily 
betrayed if we concentrate the mind upon transient 
emotions and temporary advantages. Therefore, our past 
objective was to deny ourselves any factional, regional, 
or sentimental attachments in order to (arrest) the threat 
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to the peace and security of our nation. At the same time, 
an environment that will permit dialogue in place of 
strife, was quickly established. The cooperation which 
we received from the vast majority of our people was 
indicative of their deer desire to national reconciliation 
and understanding. 


On 27 June 1994, a national confe-ence began sitting. 
Throughout their year-long deliberations, the represen- 
tatives gathered (?peacefully) to conduct a (?visional) 
dialogue at the end of which they produced a working 
document underlining their recommendation for the way 
forward for our nation. Three months ago, I received 
the report as well as a draft constitution prepared by the 
conference. 


On that occasion, I made a commitment that on | 
October 1995, I would unfold the next stage of our 
political program. Since then, we had embarked upon 
wide consultation designed to cover the variety of 
opinions representing the complexities and vastness of 
our fatherland. A subsequent review committee met 
and their work enriched some of the conclusions of 
the constitutional conference. Similarly, a constitutional 
analysis committee was established to examine the 
provisions of the draft constitution and highlight their 
implications for the future’s good governance of our 
country. The work of the analysis committee was 
followed by meetings of the Federal Executive Council 
and the Council of State. These consultations were 
climaxed by the Provisional Ruling Council [PRC] in- 
session. I was particularly gratified by the frankness of 
the deliberation within these levels of administration. 


Yet, in order not to confine ourselves to institutionalized 
sources, we carefully sfudied the views we received 
from a wide range of other contexts. Having considered 
all these views and in the overall national interest, 
the PRC made some modifications in the 1995 Draft 
Constitution before its approval. I congratulate most 
warmly our fellow Nigerians for making this major 
breakthrough in our national history. We now have to 
consolidate all these gains and move our nation forward. 
Our new constitution in which bold attempts to redress 
the factors and forces, that have impaired our politica! 
Stability and national integration, wii! certainly provide 
the necessary base. 


The Economy: Fellow Nigerians, as we approach the 
end of the 20th century and prepare to begin the 
‘ransi'‘on into the 21st millennium, the coincidence of 
Nigeria in transition should motivate us into focusing 
more on a vision of where we want to be in economic. 
terms at the start of the new age. It is imperative that we 
consciously acquire a sense of purpose. Major technical 
advancement are already with us. As the world gradually 
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shapes into what has been called a global village, we 
must equip ourselves to enter the highly competitive 
world that is already upon us. 


A strong political system is nurtured by a sound and 
stable economic foundation. In spite of the enormous 
resources available to us and despite the potential for 
developing these resources, we continue to face the 
same socioeconomic prvuv.. ns that have hindered the 
growth of our nation |! development. Failed economic 
policies only partly explain our dilemma. As a people, 
we must admit that poor performance and the failures 
of implementation have accounted for our disturbing 
record of repeated false starts. If we are to build a 
strong political system, we must realize that this must 
be anchored in ar equally strong economic base. 


The budget deficit of the 1993, which was as high as 90 
billion [naira], was a disturbing source of inf tion. I am 
pleased to report that as a result of our deiermination 
to reduce that scale of deficit, budgeting, and to equally 
eliminate deficit altogether from our national budget, 
the size of the national deficit as of 30 June 1995 had 
declined to 16 billion naira. The further good news is 
that after the supplementary budget is approved, the 
1995 deficit is expected to be further reduced to 13.08 
billion naira or 1.22 percent of the GNP [Gross National 
Product]. 


Our policy of fiscal discipline and the deregulation 
of the foreign exchange market have given birth to 
plentiful dividends. The naira exchange rate to the dollar 
has stabilized for almost a year now. Our banking sector 
had largely become associated with the frequency of 
distress as a result of the indiscipline, mismanagement, 
frauds, and defrauds by the supervising authorities. We 
have since embarked on the sensitization of his sector 
of ovr national economy. A decree was promulgated 
and a tribunal set up to deal with those who hid 
behind corporate masks to perpetuate criminal acts and 
desecrate our banking institutions. Fellow Nigerians, I 
can assure you that this exercise will be continued and 
intensified. 


Our economy’s overdependence of revenue from petro- 
leum products has been a major handicap. Accordingly, 
we set about the task of diversifying the economy with 
the revival of agriculture and the exploitation of solid 
minerals. Within the period of transition, therefore, gov- 
ernment will maintain a policy of consolidation of the 
economic reform which (?has) had such remarkable suc- 
cess. These include the broadening and strengthening 
of our revenue base, control of expenditure, of reduced 
fiscal deficit, reduction of the rate of inflation, guided 
deregulation of the foreign exchange market, and pro- 
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tection of the balance of payments to support economic 
activities. 

Our fiscal and monetary policies will focus greater at- 
tention on developing the productive sector of the econ- 
omy by increasing capacity utilization or our industries 
and job creation. It was towards this end that the Pr 

troleum Trust Fund was established early this year. Tne 
trust fund has begun its operations. I have no doubt that 
these innovations would greatly strengthen our quest 
for diversification and enhance the present job creation 
Strategies of this administration. 


Within the period of transition, government will take 
appropriate steps to pay internal debts and contract lia- 
bilities. Efforts had been made to dismantle all impedi- 
ments to the inflow of foreign investment into Nigeria. 
We repealed the Foreign Exchange Act of 1962 and the 
Nigeria Enterprises Promotion Decree. An Investment 
Promotion Decree has now been promulgated to .e- 
ate a conducive environment for investment. We cannot 
achieve a stable democratic polity in the midst of dis- 
honesty and corruption. These vices have crippled our 
various institutions which, otherwise, would be viable 
assets tO Our economic recovery. 


In this regard, we have in the last two years studied care- 
fully the structure and function of various public orga- 
nizations and parastatals which are basic to the growth 
and development of our nation. A government white pa- 
per on the panel report on the NNPC [Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation], Central Bank of Nigeria, Nige- 
rian Customs Service, NITEL [Nigerian Telecommuni- 
cations], Nigerian Airways, Nigerian Ports Authority, 
Nigerian Airport Authority, the judiciary, the police, and 
the civil service, are being considered and will soon be 
made public. The federal ministries have already started 
to implement these recommendations, which are consis- 
tent with their policies, to improve the performance and 
operations of the public sector. These strategic organi- 
zations are in the heart of our economy and our social 
transformation. 


Security: Let me seize this opportunity to congratulate 
the security services for their brave and courageous vig- 


ilance, which has seen us through the period of stress. 


While commending their efforts, I may also add that 
during the transition period, particular attention will be 
made to the orientation of the military to inculcate the 
spirit of subordination to the civil authority. Priority will 
also be given to the strengthening of the military pro- 
fessionalism through the provision of serviceable equip- 
ment and adequate training. Due attention will continue 
to be paid to the welfare of military personnei through 
the provision of adequate barracks accommodation and 
other benefits. By the end of the transition period, we 
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hope to hand over a contented and combat-ready pro- 
fessional military to the next government. In order to 
equip the police force to combat the rising crime wave, 
attention will be paid to the provision of police bar- 
racks, offices equipment, and modern communiceticu 
facilities. Due attention will also continue to be paid to 
the welfare of police personnel side by side with their 
counterparts in the armed forces. 


Fellow Nigerians, government is aware of the menace 
of armed robbery in our streets. It is intolerable that 
these gangs of criminals can actually seal up a whole 
area impudently, harassing innocent citizens in their 
homes. Government is determined to stamp out this 
phenomenon forthwith. To this extent [as heard], a 
special task force equipped to deal appropriately with 
the armed robbers, is being constituted immediately. 


The 1995 Constitution: In the new constitution, coura- 
geous decisions have been taken in many areas includ- 
ing power sharing and revenue allocation. I have in mind 
the fostering of rotational power sharing. Some of our 
political controversies, which have always become part 
of our national way of life, are (?transient) in nature, 
but others have to be faced and tackled. The Council, 
in its deliberation, understood the origins of the sympa- 
thy for the principle of rotation, which we all recognize 
as a way of satisfying the fears of marginalization. At 
the end of a careful study of the issue, the PRC decided 
that, in the higher and long-term national interest, the 
proposal of rotational power sharing should be accepted. 
This option will apply to all levels of government. It is 
hoped that with the adoption of this system, all seg- 
ments of society will feel a sense of belonging. The 
PRC has also endorsed a modified presidential system 
in which six key executive and legislative offices will 
be zoned and rotated between six identifiable geograph- 
ical groupings. In the implementation of this provision, 
the country has been divided into six zones: Northeast; 
Northwest; Middle Belt; Southwest; East Central; and 
Southern minority. The national political offices, which 
will be filled by candidates on a rotational basis are: the 
president, vice president, prime minister, deputy prime 
minister, senate president, and the speaker of the House 
of Representatives. This power sharing arrangement, 
which shall be entrenched in the constitution, shall be at 
federal level and applicable for an experimental period 
of 30 years. The new National Electoral Commission of 
Nigeria [NECON] is empowered to draw up guidelines 
which will require political parties to comply with the 
principle of rotational power sharing. 


NECON will continue to initiate and ensure continuous 
dialogue between the governmen: and all political 
parties. It is also empowered to maintain consultations 
with the international community. 


WEST AFRICA 21 


Revenue Allocation Formula: With regard to the long- 
Standing issue of revenue allocation, government has 
approved the recommendation that a fixed percentage 
of 13 percent of all revenue, accruing to the Federa- 
tion Account directly from natural resources, shall be 
set aside as derivation. This is to compensate commu- 
nities which suffer severe ecological degradation as a 
result of the exploitation in their areas. 


Multiparty System: Government notes the overwhelm- 
ing desire of the political class to abandon the two- 
party system owing to the endless acrimony, intra- 
party squabbles, and instability it generated. Govern- 
ment, therefore, accepts, in principle, the multiparty sys- 
tem as proposed in the Draft Constitution. The National 
Electoral Commission of Nigeria shall be directed to en- 
force with vigor and stringency guidelines which shall 
ensure that political parties are truly national in charac- 
ter. 


Federal Character Commission: Government has ac- 
cepted the recommendation for a Federal Character 
Commission to be established. This will serve as a pos- 
itive step towards correcting the imbalances which have 
disadvantaged sections of our citizenry. 


Devolution of More Powers to States: It is our convic- 
tion that the competition for political offices at the Fed- 
eral level may become less intense, less attractive, or ac- 
rimonious if some Federal powers are devolved to states 
and local governments. Devolution will also promote 
more active development at the grass roots [as heard]. 
Government, therefore, intends to establish a commit- 
tee which shall work out modalities and guidelines for 
devolving more powers and functions to the lower tiers 
of government, especially, in the areas of health, edu- 
cation, agriculture, roads, and housing. 


States Creation: Fellow Nigerians, as you are aware, 
the issue of the final structure of our Federation was 
an ongoing matter vigorously conversed at the Consti- 
tutional Conference. It is consistent with our policy of 
handing a balanced Federation that the aspiration of our 
people for self-determination, which had been expressed 
in the demands for new states and local governments, 
be considered on their individual merit. We understand 
and sympathize with these demands because states and 
local governments help spread rapid development na- 
tionwide and give stability to our three-tier system of 
government. Government will soon set up a committee 
which will visit the various sections of our country in 
this matter. They will be required to submit a report of 
their findings within three months for consideration. 


The Coup Plotters: It is a matter of regret and great 
disappointment that at this period when there is a 
genuine endeavor to move the nation toward an elected 
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democracy, tere should be unpatriotic Nigerians, who 
would wish to take us back to the dark days of 
unrest and uncertainties. The treasonable acts of those 
recently convicted of plotting to take power by force can 
only be explained by -.eir desire to fulfill their urge 
for naked power. Investigation and confession taken 
at the trial had since revealed that the accomplices 
include some Nigerian fugitives some of whom were 
implicated in previous coups and are now residing in 
some European cities. They also include officers who 
had been convicted in previous coup attempts but were 
recently released after serving reduced jail terms. This 
trial, unlike others before it, proceeded carefully and 
thoroughly in order to ascertain all the circumstances 
of the incident. The investigation was determined to 
discover fully all those who were involved and to draw 
useful lessons on ways of bringing the cycle of coups 
and counter-coups that have perennially dogged the 
evolutionary process of our political development. 


It is a matter of further regret that there were people 
who, when they sought to intervene on behalf of the 
coup plotters, significantly failed to condemn their sin- 
ister intentions. This glaring lapse notwithstanding, I 
am encouraged by the support shown toward this ad- 
ministration by the vast majority of our citizens who 
have expressed their outrage. Nigerians have long be- 
come disenchanied with the coup culture. It surprises 
me, therefore, that this message has still to sink in with 
some potentially ambitious and self-centered persons. I 
wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the con- 
cern of those world leaders whom we hold in genuine 
friendship who appealed to us to show clemency. 


Fellow Nigerians, we are quite capable of making the 
distinction between friends who are genuinely con- 
cerned for the peace and stability of our nation and 
others who have tried to intervene for their own self- 
interest. It would be a betrayal of the sacred trust we 
hold on behalf of our people if we were to compro- 
mise the peace and stability of Nigeria. On the other 
hand, we must not by an act of omission or commission 
encourage willful lawlessness by conveniently looking 
the other way when the hard decision has to be made. 
This administration will not collaborate with a system 
of justice under which one set of rules exist for the rich 
and powerful and another for the poor and the weak. 
Nonetheless, Nigeria cherishes her cordial relations with 
the world beyond our borders. As a matured people, we 
know that events inside our country do not go unnoticed 
among the far reaches of the international community. 
In consideration for the honest [as heard] plea of our 
friends and in the spirit of national reconciliation, which 
has been the centerpiece of this administ: ation’s policy, 
government has decided to commute the sentences on 
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the coup plotters. This situation will be reviewed at the 
appropriate time. 


M.K.O. Abiola Issue: The case of Chief M.K.O. Abiola, 
who is standing trial for treason, has been widely 
distorted in orchestrated campaign to mislead the world. 
An act of treason is as serious as it is grievous. It is an 
assault on one’s country and a deadly affront on one’s 
fellow citizens. Those who describe Chief Ahiola as 
a political prisoner seek to trivialize the grav. offense 
for which he is charged. Chief M.K.O. Abiola cannot 
be in any doubt, whatsoever, that the election, which he 
claims to have won, was an inconclusive exercise which 
had been declared illegal by a competent court of law. 
He must also be aware that the political parties, which 
contested the ill-fated election, had mutually agreed 
to the formation of an interim national government 
head by Chief Ernest Shonekan. That patriotic decision 
was made by them not only to break the deadlock of 
the prevailing political stalemate, but also to remove 
the risk of an escalation toward the breakdown of 
law and order. When the deterioration later set in to 
weaken this arrangement, Chief M.K.O. Abiola not 
only publicly called upon the military to intervene, he 
actively participated in selecting the broad-based cabinet 
of the new administration. It is, therefore, the considered 
view of this administration that the ongoing judicial 
process should continue its course. 


The courts exist to determine judicial matters brought 
before them and until such a time as when Chief M.K.O. 
Abiola is judged guilty or innocent of the charges 
preferred against him, it would be wrong and a poor 
precedence for the democratic system for which we are 
laying a foundation to evoke executive fiat in a matter 
that is still sub judice. This nation has moved beyond the 
controversies surround June 12, 1993. We cannot make 
progress by flogging dead issues or by pretending that 
matter which have long since been overtaken by events 
should be exhumed and given fresh breath. Nigeria is 
not stagnant nor is it retrogressive. On the contrary, 
we are moving forward with a set purpose and a clear 
vision. 


Time Table: Fellow Nigerians, you may recall my 
pledge that a political timetable outlining the transition 
to civil rule would be made known at the appropriate 
time. With my announcement today of the new phase of 
the transition program, it is obvious that the duration of 
the timetable will be determined by the time required 
to complete each phase of the program: for example, 
the major components of the transition program are 
the establishment of a proper independent electoral 
machinery to regulate party formation, delineation of 
constituencies and voters registration, and the resolution 
of the issues of the creation of new states and local 
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governments, as well as boundary adjustments. We also 
have the important task of establishing a sound and 
Stabie economic base. 


Fellow Nigerians: In order to properly address these 
issues and to establish the foundation of a durable 
democracy, we estimate that the time required will 
cover a period no more than 36 months. A Cetailed 
and carefully considered program of the sequence of 
events that will lead to that dateline has been worked 
out. This sequence will begin with a stage-by-stage 
phased handing over at the loca! government level. It 
has been calculated that a completion date at the level 
of the presidency, when the final tier of a democratically 
elected civil government shall be installed, shall be 
feasible for 1 October 1998. A detailed breakdown of 
the transition timetable indicating events each quarter 
up to final disengagement is as follows: 


1995 Last Quarter — October to December: Approval 
of draft constitution; lifting all restrictions on political 
activities; establishment of the National Electoral! Com- 
mission of Nigeria; creation of Transitional Implemen- 
tation Committee; National Reconciliation Comunittee; 
Federal Character Commission; [and the] appointment 
of panel for creation of states, local governments, [and] 
boundary adjustments. 


1996 First Quarter — January to March: Election and 
inauguration of local government council on nonparty 
basis. 


Second Quarter 1996 — April to June: Creation of states 
and local governments; commence process of political 
party registration. 


Third Quarter 1996 — July to September: Registration 
of political parties; delineation of constituencies; pro- 
duction of authenticated voter lists. 


Fourth Quarter 1996 — October to December: Election 
of local government council at party level. 


First Quarter 1997 — January to March: Inauguration 
of party elected local government council; consolidation 
of new political party structures; tribunal seating and 
conduct of any local government by-election. 


Second Quarter 1997 — April to June: Party [as heard] 
State primaries to elect candidates for state assembly 
and governorship election; screening and approval of 
candidates by the National Electoral Commission of 
Nigeria. 

Third Quarter 1997 — July to September: State Assem- 
bly elections. 


Fourth Quarter 1997 — October to December: Election 
of state governors; seating of state electoral tribunals 
and conduct of by-elections. 
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First Quarter i998 —- January to March: Inauguration 
of State Assembly and state governors; party primaries 
te select candida‘es for Navonal Assembly elections; 
National Assemb/y election campaigns. 


Second Quarter 1998 — April to June: National Assem- 
bly elections; primaries to select candidates for pres- 
idential elections; commencement of nationwide cam- 
paign for the presidential elections. 


Third Quarter 1998 — July to September: Presidential 
election. 


1 October 1998: Swearing in of new elected president 
and final disengagement. 


Fellow Nigerians: This administration has demonstrated 
a will to make the hard decisions. Only those detractors, 
who deliberately persist in a blinkered view of us in 
our efforts fail to tise account of all that we have 
achieved in such short a time. I sincerely appeal to the 
international community for support in our endeavors. 
This administration does not shy away from well- 
meaning advice on political, economic, and financial 
matters. We are prepared to listen. But if having 
listened we make our decisions, we expect our true 
friends to concede that right to us. Our country is 
fertile for trade and investment. We have not despaired 
that some of our iraditional friends, who have not 
always given us their support, will yet bring themselves 
to admit that they may have been wrong after all. 
I can only refer them to favorable comments and 
assessments which international financial institutions 
and our creditors are freely giving out to the world. 
Nigeria will continue to play her traditional role in the 
international system. It is our hope that the international 
community will also continue to respond positively 
to the bold and determined steps we have taken. 
Despite the mispropaganda in certain quarters that 
Nigeria is no longer welcome on a large number of 
places, the fact is that our great country continues to 
enjoy respect and cooperation in large areas of the 
world which have bothered to study our conditions 
and policies at first hand. The government will remain 
committed to working with the international community 
to terminate drug trafficking and organized crime. 
Substantial and notable progress has been recorded by 
this administration during the past and more resources 
will be committed to this issue in our future programs. 
We welcome the continued assistance and advice of our 
friends in the international community. 


This administration is committed to build upon recent 
efforts in ensuring air safety of our air space and 
security at our airports. Foreign nations, which wish 
to continue to maintain cordial relations with us must 
observe the international acceptable standard, which 
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holds that dissidents should not be permitted to use their 
host country as bases for subversion and the plotting 
of violence. This administration will not degrade itself 
nor abuse the dignity of our great nation by seeking 
to harass in any way those who have chosen to opt 
out of the development of their fatherland and chosen 
the luxury and self- indulgence of their comfortable 
residence abroad. 


Instead, we faithfully pledge that all Nigerians currently 
resident abroad, who wish to return to their fatherland 
and offer their contribution to the national effort, are 
welcome to do so, as long as they are law-abiding, 
then they should have no cause for concern. There are 
Nigerians who have not found it necessary to leave their 
country who freely express their dissident opinions. Any 
fair-minded observer will certify to the fact that our 
news media, which do not go beyond the laws, are 
free to express their views even sometimes to the extent 
of astonishing and confusing foreign visitors who have 
been led to believe wrongly that Nigeria is a police 
state. More than 60 daily newspapers are circulated in 
Nigeria. Foreign publications are neither censored nor 
restricted in their circulation drives in Nigeria. 


It is true that at a certain juncture in our recent cri- 
sis, THE GUARDIAN, THE PUNCH, and THE NA- 
TIONAL CONCORD, which embarked on the danger- 
ous crusade to destabilize the nation by aiding and 
abetting civil disorder, were proscribed. But follow- 
ing guarantees received from the publishers of THE 
GUARDIAN newspapers that they would henceforth 
operate within the limits of the laws, their right to oper- 
ate was restored. The Newspapers Proprietors Associa- 
tion of Nigeria and the Nigerian Guild of Editors have 
made several appeals during the past month on behalf 
of the shut media houses. This administration has no in- 
terest in the destruction of any media organization, but 
it is our duty to continue to protect the public interest. 
However, it is our desire at this time to give assurance to 
all Nigerians and our friends abroad that we mean well. 
Consequently, THE PUNCH and NATIONAL CON- 
CORD are hereby deproscribed. It is hoped that follow- 
ing this gesture, these media houses would now operate 
responsibly within the law and in the national interest. 


Fellow Nigerians, it is an old saying that there is 
no place like home. On this 35th anniversary of our 
country’s independence, I commend the people of 
Nigeria for their tireless efforts to build a greater 
tomorrow for themselves and for generations that will 
follow. If we have had our problems, we have also had 
our achievements. This nation is richly endowed and we 
are in a process of learning to harness our resources in 
such a way that we can maximize their usage. We are in 
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a continuous learning process. Our goals are achievable, 
and with God’s guidance, we shall succeed. 


The performance of the representatives at the recent 
world conference in Beijing did us all proud. They 
demonstrated the progress which has been made by 
women in the few decades since old traditions began to 
fade and equal opportunities were open to them. There is 
a long way to go, but Beijing and the increasing role of 
women in our national affairs should inspire our women 
to come forward in greater numbers and take the right 
lead into tiie political and business arena where, I have 
to say, they are already making good progress. 7 


I wish to express my appreciation to the workers of 
this nation who, over the past months, have permitted 
industrial peace in our country. This administration 
will continue to address sympathetically all matters 
related to our workers’ welfare. We appeal to our labor 
Organizations for their maximum cooperation during 
the period of this transition to ensure a hitch-free 
implementation of our programs. 


Fellow Nigerians, I am aware of the level of unem- 
ployment in the country at this time. Under the circum- 
stances, I direct that the embargo on employment in the 
Federal Civil Service be lifted forthwith. It is our hope 
that our efforts will result in a better and safer nation for 
our future generations. To this end, we will ensure that 
facilities for the healthy and full development of our 
youths, particularly the educational institutions, receive 
Our priority attention. I appeal to all our youths to be 
hardworking, law-abiding, and disciplined. They should 
Strive all the time for excellence to prepare themselves 
for the higher competitive world that they are to inherit. 
I call upon our aspiring political leaders to consider this 
phase of the transition program as both an opportunity 
and a period of reorientation. Great nations are built by 
men with flesh and blood whose hearts beat with a sense 
of mission and a desire to serve, whatever their political 
coloration and ideology. 


I do not believe that the entire Nigerian political class 
is in a Class of its own, and that this is lesser than 
its counterpart in the world at large. But I do believe 
that we have not always got the best from a significant 
number of those who ask to be allowed to serve. The 
present transition program will be a test and it will be a 
discovery that a new and cherished spirit has emerged 
among our leaders of tomorrow. As we embark on this 
crucial phase of our transition, this administration is 
fully committed to the task of its implementation. We 
will spare no effort in our common determination to 
move our nation forward. I ask all those who wish 
to participate in this process to step forward now with 
courage, sincerity, and commitment, to give our country 
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a new leadership. Long live the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria! Thank you and God bless you! 


Abiola’s Wife on His Imprisonment 


AB0110150095 Paris AFP in English 
1346 GMT 1 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Oct 1 (AFP) — A 
wife of Moshood Abiola, the opposition leader held 
without trial on treason charges, on Sunday [1 October] 
criticised Nigeria’s military leader General Sani Abacha 
for failing to release her husband from prison. 


Abiola, a Muslim press magnate and millionaire, has 
been in detention since June 23 last year, a few days 
after declaring himself president on the basis of results 
from the June 12, 1993 elections. 


That presidential poll however was annulled by the 
military regime. 

"I am greatly disappointed and quite shocked," said 
Dorin Abiola, though she conceded she had had "lost 
hope" for her husband’s release after a speech last 
Monday in which Abacha warned "no one was above 
the law.” 


She was reacting to a keynote broadcast by Abacha 
Sunday over national radio in which he promised a 
return to civilian rule in three years time. 


She challenged Abacha’s statement, in the broadcast, 
that the Abiola case would follow the normal legal 
course, saying the regime had not complied with several 
court rulings to release him or grant him access to 
facilities such as newspapers, radio and television and 
medical treatment. 


"So what justice are we talking about?" she asked. "I 
do not think there is a sincerity of purpose" over Abiola 
and "justice delayed is justice denied", she added. 


Abacha’s speech, which marked the 35th anniversary of 
Nigerian independence, pledged to return the country to 
civilian rule by October 1, 1998. 


But Dorin Abiola said the time between now and then 
was “fraught with danger ... and anything can happen". 


"There is nothing new at all about the transition 
timetable", she said. 


She said Abacha should instead have addressed the 
question of the elections which Abiola claimed to have 
won. 


Other reaction came from human rights activist Chief 
Gani Fawehinmi, a prominent critic of the regime, 
who calle? Abacha’s declaration "hollow" and "bogus," 
saying it was "a replica" of former ruler General 
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Ibrahim Babangida’s transition program which lasted 
eight years. 


He condemned the failure to release Abiola and other 
political detainees or to recognise Abiola’s claim of 
presidential victory. 


Abiola’s Daughter Responds 


AB0210094595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT I Oct 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] One aspect of General 
Abacha’s speech this morning, which may have taken 
some people by surprise, was the statement that the 
treason trial of Chief Moshood Abiola would be left to 
follow the normal course of justice. Abiola is widely 
believed to have won the 1993 presidential election, 
results of which were scrapped by the military, and his 
case has been thrown back and forth between different 
courts during the 15 months he has been in prison. On 
the line to Lagos, Josephine Hazely spoke to Chief 
Abiola’s daughter, Lola Abiola-Edewor, and she asked 
her what she made of General Abacha’s decision. 


{Begin recording] [Abiola-Edewor] It’s ridiculous. It’s 
a big laugh. I don’t have a problem with going to court. 
We've been in court indefinitely. All along, he has had 
a hand in this. Therefore, it cannot be a straightforward 
judicial thing. It cannot be a straightforward legal thing, 
because it will depend on his state of mind at any point 
in time. But if, very well and good, he has got a change 
of heart now and he wants us to return back to court, 
then maybe this time we will get something done, you 
know. Maybe, this time, if he would let, you know, the 
court run its course, then maybe we will get some kind 
of answer now. 


[Hazely] Now, how is the family as a whole taking this 
latest development on your father? 


[Abiola-Edewor] We are very disappointed. We are very 
disappointed. Like I said, we don’t have guns. So we 
can’t just say things and expect, you know, to push 
people about. We pray, and it will all come to a good 
end, I believe. [end recording] 


2 Oct Holiday ‘To Reflect On’ Abacha Speech 


AB3009145395 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 30 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
made a special concession that Monday, 2 October, 
be observed as a public holiday to mark this year’s 
national day, which falls on Sunday. In a statement, 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs emphasized that the 
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policy of not shifting public holidays which fall on 
weekends remained unchanged. This special concession 
is to enable all Nigerians to retiect on the address which 
will be given on the national day proper by the head 
of state, General Sani Abacha. The minister of internal 
affairs, A!haji Babagana Kingibe, also urged Nigerians 
to pray for continued peace, unity, and progress of the 
nation. 


Provisional Ruling Council Ends Meeting 


AB3009142595 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 30 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The meeting of the Provisional 
Ruling Council [PRC] ended in the early hours of today. 
The meeting took far-reaching decisions, one of which 
is to reduce tension in the country and restore Nigeria’s 
pride in the comity of nations. The chief of naval staff, 
Rear Admiral Mike Akhigbe, who briefed State House 
correspondents on the meeting, said the deliberation 
was guided by what Nigeria really needed at this 
crucial moment. Adm. Akhigbe said the PRC members 
put themselves in the position of statesmen who were 
more concerned about the next generation. Rear Adm. 
Akhigbe said the council took the restructuring of the 
country and power-sharing as a big priority and was 
guided by the need to move Nigeria out of the present 
Situation and to restore the confidence of the people as 
well as the international community. 


On the fate of the coup plotters, he said that decisions 
taken were capable of achieving peace and reducing 
tension. And on the Draft Constitution, Adm. Akhigbe 
said the decisions taken were also to guarantee that 
majority of the people have their way, while the 
minority have their say. He gave the assurance that the 
head of state’s broadcast would be definite and elaborate 
on these issues. 


Teachers Union Suspends Industrial Action 


AB3009165495 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 30 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian Union of Teach- 
ers [NUT] has suspended its industrial action. The pres- 
ident of the union, Chief Brendan Ugwu, announced the 
suspension in Lagos yesterday after an emergency and 
national executive council meeting of the union. He said 
the union resolved to suspend the two-week-old indus- 
trial action following a positive response to its five-point 
demand by the Federal Government. Chief Ugwu, there- 
fore, directed teachers to return to work immediately. 
He said the council was satisfied with the steps so far 
taken by the Federal Government toward resolving the 
outstanding issues. The NUT president said the union 
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hoped that no teacher would be penalized for taking part 
in the strike. 


Army Denies Clashes With Chadian Rebels 


AB3009191395 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 30 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigeria Army has denied a 
report by the BBC which alleged that Nigerian soldiers 
had clashed with some Chadian rebels along the border 
in Borno State. The NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA 
quotes the Army commander in Maiduguri as describing 
the report as baseless and unfounded and said there 
had never been any confrontation between Nigerian 
soldiers and any rebel group or arrested any rebel leader. 
(sentence as heard] The Army pointed out that Nigeria 
had been on the forefront of bringing the warring 
factions in Chad to the negotiating table as demonstrated 
by several peace meetings brokered by the country 
between the Chadian Government and rebel groups. 


Kenyan President Moi Arrives on State Visit 


AB2809220095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 28 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) President Daniel arap Moi of 
Kenya flew into Abuja earlier in the day on a state 
visit to Nigeria. The Kenyan leader was received at the 
Abuja International Airport by the head of state, General 
Sani Abacha. The airport reception ceremony included 
a display by groups of performing Nigerian artists. 


The two leaders later went into closed-door talks at the 
State House, Abuja. Though the talks lasted for about 
two hours, no communique was issued at the end of it. 
The two leaders are expected to continue their talks later 
in the day. A state dinner will be held for the Kenyan 
leader and his delegation tonight. 


President Moi will leave the country tomorrow. [video 
shows arrival ceremony, talks by two leaders] 


Urges Stronger Ties 
EA2909164795 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
0400 GMT 29 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi yesterday evening attended a state 
banquet hosted in his honor by [Nigerian head of 
state] General Sani Abacha in Abuja. In his remarks, 
President Moi expressed [the] hope that his presence 
in Nigeria would strengthen and broaden the bilateral 
relations for the sake and benefit of the two countries. 
He thanked Gen. Abacha, the government, and the 
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people of Nigeria for the warm welcome and hospitality 
accorded to him and his delegation. 


President Moi said there was [a] need for the private 
sector from both countries, through their respective 
chambers of commerce, to take full advantage of the 
existing friendship and cooperation to exploit the vast 
potential between Kenya and Nigeria. He pointed out 
that [the] greatness of any nation is measured by its 
economic strength of which trade plays a pivotal role. 


President Moi noted that both Kenya and Nigeria had 
played leading roles in fostering peace, tranquility, and 
unity in independent African states in line with the spirit 
of the founding fathers of [the] OAU. 


He paid tribute to all [the] Economic Community of 
West African States, and especially Nigeria, for her 
enormous sacrifices in seeking a durable solution to 
the Liberian crisis. He urged the established broad- 
based government in Monrovia to do its utmost to bring 
about peace and stability in Liberia through the spirit of 
reconciliation. 


President Moi informed General Abacha that Kenya was 
still grappling with the problems of (the) Sudanese con- 
flict while she is cautiously optimistic about Somalia. 


President Moi said his major concern was the problem 
of Rwanda and Burundi. He added that Kenya and 
others from [the] east African region, the rest of 
[the] African Continent, and the United Nations must 
continue to work hard on the resolutions of Rwanda 
and Burundi problems. However, President Moi said 
that anyone wishing to settle the Rwanda and Burundi 
problems must delve into the anthropological set-up in 
that area in order to understand the conflict fully. 


Meanwhile, President Moi will return home today from 
[his] two-day state visit to Nigeria. The plane carrying 
the president is expected to touch down at the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport shortly after 1530. 


Abacha, Moi Stress Human Rights 


AB2909211295 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria and Kenya have reaf- 
firmed their commitment to the promotion of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in their countries. This 
was contained in a communique at the end of bilateral 
talks in Abuja between the head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, and the Kenyan leader, President arap Moi. 


The communique, however, underlined that such human 
rights and fundamental freedoms must be exercised with 
respect to constituted authority. The two leaders also 
resolved to support a true democratization process that 
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will stand the test of time. The communique stated 
that for democracy to survive, it must serve as an 
instrument of national cohesion as well as evolve from 
the people’s culture to prevent internal conflict. The 
communique also called for improved assistance of the 
United Nations toward the maintenance of peace and 
security in Africa. 


Abacha Hosts State Dinner 


AB2909220295 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 29 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, said in Abuja last night that for true 
democracy to survive, it must serve as an instrument 
for national cohesion. He said this in an after-dinner 
speech at the state banquet in honor of Kenyan Head of 
State President Arap Moi. State House correspondent 
Chris Ngu has details: 


[Begin recording] [Ngu] Expatiating his view on democ- 
racy, Gen. Abacha said democracy must be adapted to 
the unique cultural circumstances and aspiration of a 
nation. He did not see democracy as license for law- 
lessness: 


[Abacha] Nigeria as a signatory to the international in- 
strument on human rights is committed to the promo- 
tion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. However, the exercise of such rights should 
not imply a disregard for the rule of law. Human soci- 
eties are organized on the basis of laws and individual 
freedoms are exercised in the context of existing laws 
which must be respected. All responsible governments 
the world over must ensure respect for the laws of the 
land. 


[Ngu] The head of state told his guest that he would 
unveil in a few days’ time a political program which 
will signal the country’s march to democratic rule. He, 
nevertheless, expressed doubt about the likelihood of 
the political program being able to convince those he 
described as skeptics who are bent on carrying on 
a campaign of calumny against Nigeria. On Nigeria- 
Kenya relations, Gen. Abacha called for a strengthening 
of ties, an appeal which the Kenyan leader also made 
in his response to Gen. Abacha’s speech. President 
arap Moi said Kenya had liberalized her economy and 
invited Nigerian businessmen to come and explore areas 
of business in his country. He commended Nigeria 
for her pacifist role within and outside Africa. He 
particularly praised Nigeria for her role in resolving the 
Liberian crisis and called for a broad-based government 
in Liberia. President Moi touched on the political 
circumstance of Nigeria: 
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[Moi] I take your problems — Nigeria’s problems — 
with great sympathy and great understanding. I know 
nobody from outside can solve the problems of Nigeria. 
[applause] Mine is to wish you and pray for you so that 
you can live a prosperous future — for you and for your 
children. 


[Ngu] The dinner in honor of the visiting president was 
not only one of eating and speech making. There ' ere 
side shows. [video shows a cultural group singing and 
dancing to the beating of drums] President Moi left 
Abuja for his country today. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Many Rebels Killed in Abortive Attacks on Bompe 


ABO] 10143895 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 30 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] All this week, rebels of the 
RUF [Revolutionary United Front] in southern Sierra 
Leone have been running amok around the southern 
town of Bo. They captured a string of villages. The 
Army seems to have been taken by surprise by the 
sudden onslaught and has been powerless to stop 
them until they tried to attack the local chieftaincy 
headquarters town of Bompe, as Alhassan Sylla reports 
in this telex from Bo: 


The rebels have in the last 36 hours launched two 
unsuccessful attacks on Bompe. Confirming these at- 
tacks which took place on Thursday and Friday [28-29 
September] morning, military sources said the rebels 
were carrying automatic weapons and rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers. The Army, however, said that the 
rebels were beaten back by troops on both occasions 
and a number of them were killed. No casualty fig- 
ures on either side have been forthcoming, but civilians 
who fled the area and arrived in Bo township yesterday 
evening corroborated military claims of having killed a 
good number of the rebels and that Bompe is still under 
government control. Reverberations of massive artillery 
bombardments by the military were felt in the heart of 
the township as troops moved to tighten their grip on 
the area. Other reports from the warfront, though not in- 
dependently confirmed, said the rebels have completely 
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burned down the important hospital at Serabu, set up 
by missionaries in the 1960's, as well as the plush resi- 
dential area of Mariamsville, home to the Catholic arch- 
bishop of West Africa. 


Meanwhile, displaced children in and around Bo are to 
benefit from a relief package worth millions of leones 
presented to the authorities here by the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, UNICEF. The visiting UN team also 
toured displaced settlements in the area and promised 
to do more to alleviate their suffering. 


Meanwhile, the citizens of the Sierra Leone capital, 
Freetown, are having an unconifortable time of it. It’s 
the rainy season and there’s been plenty of it. But 
suddenly Freetown has run out of clean water and the 
residents are running out of patience with the suppliers. 
From Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


Cars and trucks plied the streets of Freetown this 
morning cafrying containers in open boots, while ragtag 
armies of children rushed about with empty petrol 
cans, buckets, and cups. Any receptacle would do. 
Freetown’s taps ran dry yesterday and since then armies 
of water carriers have been on the on the move. Despite 
a heavy downpour of rain this week, it’s been hard 
for Freetown’s residents as well as the thousands of 
displaced people in the city to collect clean water. 
Already, a number of children have been affected 
by stomach problems. According to the Goma Water 
Company, the shortage is due to a burst pipe in the 
main supply line to the capital. Officials say that the 
36-inch pipe burst is due to corrosion. Pipes on the line 
have not been replaced in 20 years. If this explanation 
given by the water company was meant to cool rising 
tempers, an announcement on national radio today that 
the same water people in their pipeline operations 
elsewhere in the city have caused damage to telephone 
cables will not have gone down well. What with the 
disastrous state of the electricity grid as well as the water 
supply and telephone network, residents of Freetown 
are disillusioned with the city’s so-called services. One 
angry Tangby resident announced that if the authorities 
didn’t want them to be a part of the city they should 
say so. This is like a return to the dark ages, he said. 
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